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QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 



Lesson I. — John i. 1-18. 

The erftiurelist St. John introduces his gospel by declar 
tt| that theW ord, that is, oar Lord Jesus Christ, existed 
before the beginning of time, and that he is truly and essen- 
tially God. That, as such, he is the creator of all things, 
and the author of spiritual as well as natural life. He then 
adverts to John the Baptist, as being sent to bear testimony 
to the divine character and benevolent designs of the Son 
of God, esL.'Hiially as to the glorious doctrine of his incarna- 
tion, and tne u ""nefits arising therefrom to such as receive 
him, Page 11 

Lbsson II.— Luke i. 5-25. 

At the time when Herod was king of Jadea, there lived 
in the hill country of that kingdom a man named Zacharias, 
and his wife Elisabeth, both of whom were old and without 
children. He was a priest '; and one day as he was buminz 
incense in the temple, an angel appeared to him, and told 
him that he should have a son, who was to be the forerunner 
of the Messisdi, and his name was to be John. Zacharias, 
doubting the truth of what the angel told him, requested a 
sign ; which sign the angel gave him, by striking him dumb • 
tettinr him know that he should remain so till the whole of 
n hat he had pre«iicted should be fulfiUed. Zacharias waited 
tf ill in Jerusalem till the days of his ministration were 
ended, and then w ^nt to his own house, ... 15 

Lbs -on III.—Luke L 26-56. 

About six months a ^er the appearance of the angel Gabriel 
to Zacharias, as relati A in the last lesson, he was sent by 
God to a woman namei Mary, residing in the city of Naza- 
reth, in Galilee, to announce to her that she was chosen to 
bo the mother of the human nature of the long-ezpocCed 

uigitizea Dy \Ji\.7\^'v l^ 
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Saviour of the world. Her submission to the divine will, 
and the humility aiid grace s'.ie exhibited, are tmly edifying 
Shortly after the departure of the angel, she left Nazareth 
to visit her cousin Elisabeth, the wife of Zaeharias, at He- 
bron, with whom she remained three months, and then 
returnee' to Nazareth, Page 18 

Lesson IV.— -Luke i. 67-80. 

In due time the prediction of the angel Gabriel to Zadia* 
rias was fulfilled, and the promised son was bom. When, 
according to the Jewish custom, the friends were assembled 
on the eighth day after his birth, to circumcise and name the 
child, they wished to call him Zaeharias, after his father ; 
but his mother refused to have him so named, and said he 
should be called John. They remonstrated against this, and 
ap])ealed to his father, who to their great astonishment de- 
clared his name to be John. At the same time Zacharias's 
speech was restored to him, and he immediately comiAenced 
praising God ; and, under a divine influence, he prophesied 
of the comijig Messiah, and declared John to be Iiis herald, 
•* to go before the face of the Lord to prepare bis ways," and 
to give the knowledge of salvation through him. The chapter 
closes with the statement that the child grew, and became 
strong m spirit, and remained in private life until the period 
of uja pa^lic ministry, at about thirty years of age, 22 

Lbsson V. — Matt. i. 18-25 ; Luke ii. 1-21. 

Joseph, to whom Mar}', the cousin of Elisabeth, was es 

[)oused, as mentioned Luke i. 27, was a carpenter, and pro 
)ably a poor though upright man. Having some douUs of 
the propriety of the conduct of his betrothed wife, he had 
thoughts of privately divorcing her ; but before he did this, 
tlie angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and maae 
him acquainted with her innocence, and that she had beoa 
honoured with being chosen to be the mother of the futurs 
Saviour of the world. In consequence of this excalpatkm, 
in due time Joseph took unto him his wife. The tine ol the 
Saviour's birth urawing r^ar, and Augustus Cesar, tlie Ro- 
man emperor, having issued a decree for t umbering or tax- 
ing the whole Roman empire, of which Jodea was at this 
time a ^jrovince, Joseph and M iry went to Bethlehem to 
enrol their names on their famdy lists. The place being 
crowded with visiters, Joseph and H^n were obliged to put 
up with the accommodations fomishea by that part of the 
caravansary, or inn, assigned to the cattle; and here our 
Lorti was bom, .25 
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Lesson VJ. — I^uVe ii. 22-38. 

Jesos, beinff eight days old, is taken to Jenitalem, to be 
presented to the Lord, according to the law. At this time 
there dwelt in Jerusalem a ceitain devout man, named 
Simeon, to whom the Holy Ghost bad revealed that he should 
not die until he had seen the Lord's Christ. He, coming 
into the temple, when Jesus and his parents wei e present* 
took the child in his arms, and returned thanks, that he had 
been permitted to behold him who should become the light 
of the Gentiles, and the glory of Israel. Anna, a prophetess, 
i ius in praising God^ Page 29 

Lbsson Vn.—Matt. ii. )-23. 

After the birth of Christ, and probably after the events 
related in the last lesson, certain men arrived at Jerusalem 
from the east, anxiously inquiring where they might find 
" him who had been bom King pf the Jews ;" for thejr had 
seen his star, and were come to pay him homage. This in- 
quiry caused great commotion in Jerusalem ; and, coming 
to thj ears of Herod the kin^, troubled him ; whereupon he 
gathered the priests and scribes together, and inquired of 
thc'm where Christ should be bom. They informed him, at 
Bethlehem of Judea, a village about six miles from Jerusa- 
lem ; and, in proof, appealed to the Scriptures. Herod, 
having had a private interview with the strangers, sends 
them to Bethlehem, where, having found the Saviour, they 
made him presents and paid him homage. Being wame<l 
not to return to Herod, they went home another way. Jo- 
seph, also, was directed to leave Bethlehem, and go into 
£gypt, and there remain until further instructed. After this, 
Hero<l died, and Joseph was directed to return to Palestine ; 
but, being fearful of settliz^ in Judea, he took up his nbo<le 
*A Nazareth of Galilee, 32 

Lbsson YIIL — Luke ii. 41-52. 

The parents of our Lord being in the habit of attetiding 
the great feasts held at Jerusalem, took Jesus with them to 
attend the passover, at twelve years old. On their reltirn, 
Jesus remained behind, and was not missed until they had 
arrived at the close of the first day's journey. On making 
diligent search for him in the company, and not finding him, 
they returned to Jerusalem, and on the third day found him 
among the doctors, asking and answering questions ; at the 
wisdom of which all who heard him were amazed. On be- 
ing questioned by his moin«: %s to the reason of his condnot 
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he intimated that he was about his Father^s bosiness. H«, 
however, returned with them to Galilee, and continued sub- 
iect to them, growing in favour with ^od and man, Page 37 

Lesson IX.— Luke iii. 1-3 ; Matt. iii. 2«-IO ; Luke iii. ' d-)8; 
Matt. iii. 13-17. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of the Roman Erape*v>r 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judca, and 
ilerod Antipa», son of Herod the Great, tetrarch of Galilee, 
John the Baptist began his public ministry, by exhorting tlie 
Jews to repentance, and faith in the Messiah ; whom he do 
clared to be at hand. The boldness of his preaching, the 
sanctity and austeiity of his life, and the singularity of his 
appearance, drew crowds of hearers, many of whom received 
baptism at his hands, confessing their sins. The lesson 
closes with an account of the baptism of the Lord Jesus, by 
John, and of the remarkable circumstances following imme- 
diately thereon, . '. 39 

LsssoN X.— Matt. iv. 1-11. 

Jesus, having been baptised by John in Jordan, was led 
oy the Spirit into the wilderness, where, for the space of 
foity days and nights, he was tried by Satan, the chief of 
the wicked angels. It is worthy of remark, that our blessed 
Lord repelled all the evil suggestions of this wicked spirit 
by quotations from the Holy Scriptures ; hereby teaching us 
that they are, indeed, what St. Paul afterward called them, 
*' the sword of the Spirit." Satan, finding he could not pre- 
vail against Christ, left him ; when the angels of God came 
and ministered unto him, 44 

Lesson XI.— John i. 19-51. 

The attention of the Jewish rulers being excited by the 
extraordinary events already narrated, they send certain 
persons to John the Baptist, to inquire whether he we e 
really the Christ. John tells them candidly he is not ; b\it 
declares to them that Christ was among them. He after- 
ward points him out to two of his disciples, (Andrew and 
John,) who have an interview with the Saviour, and after- 
ward bring Simon to him. Shortly after Jesus eoes into 
Gablee, and on his way calls Philip and Nathanael, 46 

Lesson Xll.—Jokn ii. 1-25. 
Haviuf wmv^d in Galilee, Chriat and Us five disoipl«i 
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•ttend a nwrriage at Cana, a antnU town aboat six and a 
half miles from Nazareth ; where he works his first public 
Miracle, ttiat of taming water into wine. He tben goes to 
Capofnaum, where ho remains bat a few days. Tho timo 
for holding the ^roat feast of the passorer having arrived 
Josua and his disciples go to Jerusalem ; when, seeing the 
»iofaa«tion of the temple by those who sold merchandise^ he 
4heB out,^ - . Page 51 

Lesson XIII.— John iii. 1-13. 

While Jesus remains in Jemsalelh, a ruler of the Jeyrs 
named Nicodemus comes to him by night, desiring to l)e in- 
structed in his doctrines. With the greatest read ness 
Christ explains to him the nature and necessity of the new 
birtl), witnout experiencing which none can enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, 55 

Lissom XIV.— John iii. 14-21. 

We have here a continuation of the conversation between 
our blessed Lord and Nicodemus. In the former part he 
had sUted the nature aai necessity of regeneration — in the 
present we are shown how this is 'to be effected, namely, 
through faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ ; for which 
precious gift we are indebted to the divine love, . 58 

Lbsson XV.— John iii 22-36. 

After continuing a short time in Jerusalen*, Jesn» leaves 
.hat city, and goes into the country parts of Judea, and 
teaches the people, and baptises. A quest-.on about the most 
proper person to administer. John or C^irist, having arisen 
between certain of John's followers a^.d the Jews, or a Jew, 
it is determined to submit the question to John, who was 
baptizing at ifinon. John immediately prefers Christ to 
kimself, by a striKing figure showing the superiority of Jesus, 
whom he declares to be the only SSaviour of men, . GO 

Lesson XVI.— John iv. 1-21. 

Jesus, having attracted great attention, determines to 
leave Judea foi a time, apparently to avoid the enmity of 
the Pharisees. On his way to Galilee be passes through 
Samaria, and at Shechem has a very intcreKting conversa 
tion vi^ith a Samaritan woman, to whom he makes himself 
kno^x, and teaches her the nature of his kint^Uoin, . 64 

1 
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Lesson XVIL— John iv. 2^-42. 

The subject ef the last lesson is herein cofitinued. Th« 
womaii, surprised ul the knowledge which Christ displays 
of her, acknowledges him to be a prophet, and hastens iatie 
the city, and spreads abroad bis fame. Many of the m 
habitants, hearing this, also come to Christ, and are inatrucleo 
b^ him. They entreat him to remain with them a short 
time ; to which he consents, and taiany of them believe m 
him, . Page 68 

Lbsson XYIII.— John iv. 4^^^. 

Having spent two days in Shechem, Jesus continues his 
journey into Galilee and arrives at Cana, where he heals a 
nobleman's son, then dangerously ill at Capernaum, 71 

Lbsson XIX.— Luke iv. 16-32. 

Having wrought the idwve-named miracle, Jesus leaves 
Cana, and goes to Nazareth, and on the sabbath entering the 
synagogue, and the minister handing him the book of the 
prophet Isaiah, stands up to read. Having read the lesson 
appointed for the day, he returns the parchment to the 
oMcer; and, taking his seat, begins to expound the portion 
read; which is done in so excellent a manner that the^ 
wonder at his gracious speech. He seems to have inti- 
mated that the Jewish people would generally reject his 
claims to the Messiahship, and that the offers of salvation 
would be made to the Gentiles, who would be saved, while 
the Jews would be cast off. This so enrages them, that they 
thnist him out of the city, designing to destroy his .ife ; he 
however escapes, and goes to Capernaum, . . 73 

Lbsson IX.— Mark i. 16-20 ; Luke t. 1-11 ; Mark i.21-2a 

Scene of the lesson Capernaum and its neighbourhood. 
Jesus calls Simon and Ajuurew, James and John, to becora« 
his permanent followers. On the first sabbath thereafta;. 
tney enter into a synagogue in Capernaum, at which ti.iie 
Jes IS, to the astonishment of all present, casts a denM.ti t it 
oi a man 76 

Lesson XXL— Mark i. 29-39. 

After leaving the synagogue Jesus and his disciples enter 

into Simon Peter's house, where they find his wife's mother 

dangerously ill, and Jesns heals her. At the rlose of the 

sabbath rhe multitude bring theii diaeued friends to Jesus, 

1 



QUBSTIONS ON THB QOSPBLS. 9 

and he heals them. In the morning he rises rery early,' and 
retires into a solitary place for private demotion ; hereby 
teaching ns that we must not, even amid the most pressing 
public engagements, neglect the more secret duties cf godlj- 
nese. He tiien departs on a tour through Galilee, nealing 
the bodily and spiritual maladies of the people, . Page 80 

LissON XXIL— Mark ii. 1-12. 

Jesus returns to Capernaum, and as soon as it is known 
a great number come together. Among others, a paralytic 
man is brou^t on a coucJi, borne by four persons ; who, not 
being able to get near the person of Christ, on account of the 
crowd, carry the man to the top of the house, and, uncover- 
ing a part of the roof, let him down into the midst, before 
Jesus. He, seeing their faith, says to the sick of the palsy, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee ! Certain Jewish teachers there 

E resent take umbrage at this, thinking that Christ blasphemes 
y assuming a prerogative which belongs to God only. In 
order to satisfy, them, however, of his power and right to 
forgive sins, he works a remarkable cure on the sick man, 
and is in consequence glorified by the people, . 83 

LissON XXIIL— John v. 1-15. 

A feast of the Jews l)eing now at hand, Jesus goes to Je 
nisalem to keep it. This least is by some supposed to be 
that of the passover, b^ others, the pentecost. Going to the 
pool of Bethesda, which was near the sheep gate, Christ 
finds there a number of diseased persons, waiting for the 
miraculous moving of the waters ; for it appears that at cer- 
tain seasons, the waters of this pool, or bath, were imbued 
with a supernatural virtue, and that whoever stepped in first 
thereafter was healed of whatever disease he had. A po<» 
man who had been ill for thirty -eight years attracts the at- 
tention of Christ, and is wonderfully, cured by him ; and in 
evidence thereof is directed to carry the bed on which he 
li&d been lying to his house. The Jews murmur at this, it 
being the sabbath day, 86 

Lesson XXIV.— John v. 16-29. 

In .kis lesson Christ defends himself against the charge 
of having violated the law by profaning the sabbath. He 
declares that God continues to work in sustaining the worid, 
%n(l the inhabitants thereof, and that he (Christ) is equal to 
.uid one with God the Father, and that authority to judge 
belongs to the Son, . . . .g eaD^^ww^iv. 90 



10 QIIVSTI0N8 ON THS eOSPILt. 

Lesson XXV.— John t. 30-47. 

Christ proceeds to substantiate his claims to the Messtab 
ship, from the testimony afforded by his works, by the Scrip 
tures, and by John the Baptist. He predicts their rpjecCioi. 
of him, Page fij 

Lbsson XXVI.— Luke ri. I ; Matt. xii. 2-21. 

Christ and his disciples passing through a field of grami 
the latter, being hungry, plucked some ears thereof, at which 
the Jewish rulers complain to Christ, it being the sabbath. 
Jesus explains and enforces the fru« method of observing the 
day, and acquits his disciples of the charge brought agaiast 
them, 96 

Lesson XXVn.— Matt. xii. 9-21. 

Having justified his disciples, as noticed in the last lesson, 
Jesus enters into a synagogue, and teaches the people 
Among the cuAgregation is a man with a witherea hand. 
Certain scribes and Pharisees, disposed to find fault with 
Jesus, ask him whether it be Lawful to do good on the sab- 
bath day. Jesus answers them, and, l)eing grieved at their 
wickedness, regards them with indignation.. He commands 
the afflicted man to stand forth in the midst of the people, 
and heals him in their presence. At this the scribes and 
Pharisees are enraged, and take counsel with the Herodiant 
how they may destroy him. Jesus, however, knowing their 
evil design, retires to the sea-side, .... 09 

Appendix, ...;.... 109 
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QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 



LESSON I. 
John L 1-18. 

By whom is this gospel supposed to have been written 1 
What was John's reason for writing iti — See ch. xx. 31 
Under whose direction are the Scriptures given 1 — Sec 

2 Tim. iii. 16. 
For what purpose are the3r given 1 — 2 Tim. iii. 17. 
Is it not, men, our duty diligently to read and obey them 1 

1. Who was in the beginning ? 
With whom was the Word ? 
What was the Word ? 

"What is meant by ** the beginning ?" — Gen. i. 1 ; Prov 

viii. 23. 
Who do you say existed at the be^'hming 1 
Who is meant by "the Word 1"— Compare John i. 14 

with verses 29, 30, of the same chapter. 
Why is he so called 1 [It is likely he is so called because 

he has made known to us the will of Grod, just as the 

words of men make known to us their mil. — Whiuing- 

ham.} 
What is meant by " the Word was with God 7" — John i 

18; xiv. 11. 

2 When was the Word with God? 

3. What was made by him ? ' 
W as any thing made without him ? 

Is the work of creation ever attributed, in Scripture, te 
any other ' erson than Jesus Christ 1 — Gen. i. 1 ; Job 
xzxiii. 4; Hcb. i. 1, 2: see also Psa. xxxiii. 6. 

4. What was in him ? 

What 18 mcaat by " the light V* Digitized by Google 
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What was the life ? 

\Vhx> is the Author of all life I—Col. i, 17 ; Acts xvii. 38. 

What kind of life is here meant? 

What b the spiritual state of men by nature 1 — Eph. 'I I . 

How may they be raised to a new lifel — ^JohL v. 24; 
XX. 31. 

What is meant by this life being tic Christ 1 — See vcr. iSI 

Does he ever call himself the life ? — John xiv. 6. 

What shall be the duration of that life which Christ g'TM 
to those who continue to believe on him? — ^Jomi x. 
27,28, 

How is Christ the light of menl — Psa. cxix. 105; com- 
pare John xvi. 7, 8, 14, with Eph. v. 13. 

5. Where does the light shine ? 
What is said of the darkness ? 

By what figure is the moral condition of the unrenewed 

man sometimes represented in Scripture? — Eph. iv. 

17, 18. 
What is meant by the light shining in darkness 1 
What is it to comprehend 1 See common dictionary. 
WTiy do not men comprehend more of God, when hia 

works of creation and providence so clearly manifest 

his power and goodness ? 
Ts this one reason why a clear revelation of his will waa 

given 1 

6. Who was sent from God ? 

What John was this ?-~Mark i. 1-^ ; Malt. iii. 1-3. 

What is the import of this name 1 

Is it not peculiarly fitting to the forerunner of Chrst 1 

7. For what was he sent ? 

Of what was he to bear witness ? . 
For what purpose ? 
What is it to bear witness 1 

What was John's testimony concerning Christ! — Voraei 
29, 34. 

8. Was John that Light ? 

Wlio was the light of whom John was sent to bear wit^ 
ness ? — ^John viii. 12. ^^ 
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Who are now sent to bear this testimony 7 
Have you believed their message 1 
Ifl it not an honour to be permitted to bear witness of 
Christ 1 

9. Whom does the true light enlighten ? 
Hov-1 

10 ^Vhc re was the Light? 

h} whom was the world made t 

Did the world know him ? 

What is implied in Christ's being in the world 1 f Se« 

Clarke on this place.] 
What is meant by the world's not knowing Christ 1 
What is it to know Christ aright 7 
How may we be taught to know Christ t 

11 . To whom did Christ come ? 
Was he received by them ? 

Wlio are here called "his ownl" — ^Matt. !▼. 24; Acts 
iii. 26. ^ 

To whom was the latter quotation addressed ? — -See Acts 
iii. 13. 

Why were they especially so called ? 

Why did not the Jews receive Christ 1 

How did the rulora treat Christ when on earth 1 

Have you received Christ, or do you, also, reject him ? 

What will be the end of such as fmally reject him I— Jahn 
iii. 36. 

12. Did any receive himT 
What did be give to such ? 

Wha is here meant by power ? — ^Ans. PrvriUge. 

Wha is it to receive Christ t 

What is implied by becoming the sons of God 7 — ^Kom. 

viii. 15-17; Eph. v. 1. 
How may we know the children of God?— John xiii. 35 • 

Matt. zii. 33. 

13. Of whom were they born ? 

What does this moan 7—2 Cor. ▼. 17 ; Tit. iii. 6. 
Will a man bom of God live in sin 1 — 1 John iii. 9, 10. 
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14. What is here said of the Word ? • 

What is meant by the Word being made flesh ! — Phi*. 

u. 7. 
Among whom did Christ dwell ? 
What did they behold ? 
When did John behold this glory 1— Matt. xvu. 1-6; 

2 Pet. i. 17. 

Of what was he full ? 

What is "grace?" 

In whom did the fulness of the Godhead dwell 1 — Col. ii. 9. 

15. What is said here to have been the witness 
of John concerning Christ ? 

What is the meaning of "preferred V 

16. Of what have we received ? 

What is meant by the fulness here spoken oft 
What is meant by the phrase, " grace for grace ?'* 
[Note. — Benson supposes that the disciples of Christ re- 
ceived a measure of every grace, or celestial gift, con- 
ferred on him. The more common understandingr of 
the passage is, that all men receive privileges and ad- 
vantages m proportion to the improvement which they 
make of those already bestowed on them.] 

17. What was given by Moses? 
What came by Jesus Christ ? 
What law is here spoken of 7 

What knowledge does the law give us 1 — Ilom. iii. 20. 

What was the design of the law *? — [Ans. By its sacri- 
ficee, &c., to point out the bringing in of a better hope 
— ^viz., the gospel; — the law was a dispensation of 
justice, not of grace — that came by Moses, this by Jems 
Christ.] 

18. Who hath seen God, [i. e., the Father?] 
Who, then, has declared or represented him ? 
Pow has he doce this 1 

1 
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LESSON Ti. 
Luke L 5-25. 

5. What priest is here spoken of? 
Under whose government did he live ? 

Ky what names, besides that of Jutlea, is this count tt 
called in the Bible 1— See Gen. xi. 31 ; xl. 15 ; Exod. 
XV. 11 ; Zech. ii. 12 ; Hos. ix. 3, &c. 

Where is Judea 1 

Of what course was Zacharias ? 
By what name is Abia called in 1 Chron. xxiv. 10 1 
A\Tiatis meant by ** course of Abia 1" — Compare 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 6 with 1 Chron. xxiv. 7-18. 

What was the name of Zacharias's wife ? 
Of what descent was she ? 

Who was Aaron 1 

What honour was conferred on him by Godi — Exodus 
xxviii. 1. 

6. What was the character of Zacharias and 
Elisabeth ? 

What is implied in their being " righteous 1" 
What is meant by "walking in ail the commandment* 
and ordinances of the Lordi" 

7. Had they children at this time ? 

What is meant by their being " well stricken in years t'* 

9. What office did Zacharias fill ? 

AVhat were the more important duties of the priests among 
the Jews 1 [ Ans. To offer sacrifice, to bum incense, to 
make mtercession, and to bless the people.] 

How did they determine who should perform these various 
duties 1 

What was the lot of Zacharias at this time ? 

Wliat IS incense ? 

Of what ingredients was this incense composed ? — Exod. 

XXX. 34-36. 
Wliere did he bum kt 
On what did he bum incense t— Exod. xzx. 1-7. ^^i^ 
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Of what, probably, was the burning of incense an emblem t 
Compare Rey. v. 8 with Rev. viii. 3 ; also Psa. cxii. 2. 

10. What were the people doing at this time ? 
Where? 

UTiat is meant by "praying wUhotU ?" 

Ought the prayers of good people always to accoB^panv 

the services of the minister 1 
\Mierefore1 
Were there regular hours for religious worship among tlM 

Jewsl 
At what timel — Acts il. 15; iii. 1 j x. 9. 

1 1 . What do you read in the eleventh verso ? 
What is an angel 1 — Hob. i. 14. 

Are there many, do you suppose! — Rev. ▼. 11. 
Are all angels goodi — 2 Pet. ii. 4. 
Can you name other instances in which God has employed 
angels in his intercourse with men 1 

12. How did Zacharias feel when he saw the 
angel ? 

Do you think that he know it to be an angel 1 

1 3. What did the angel say to compose him ' 
What did lie tell him ? 

What is prayer 1 

Who had heard the prayers of Zacharias 1 
What did the angel mean by " thy prayer is beard V— 
1 John V. 14. 

14. What does the angel promise to Zacharias 
in this verse ? 

What should give him "joy and gladnew^" 

Would Others rejoice at his birth ? 
Why would *' many rejoice at the birth" of this child ! 
Mai. iii. 1. 

15. What is here foretold of John ? 
In what respect was he " great 1'* 

How may you be great in the sight of God t 

With what was he to be filled 1 

What is meant by being *' filled with the Holy Ghortf* 
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Who U the Holy Ghost 1—2 Cor. iii. 17. 

What effects are produced by his indwelling! — Gal. v. 
22, 23 ; Eph. v. 9. 

Do you pray that the Spirit of God may dwell in your 
beartt 

Does the Bible tell you of any one else who was sancti- 
fied to God from his birth ^--Jer. i. 6. 

16 Whom should he turn unto God ? 

By what means 1 — See Matt. iii. 1-6. 

What is said in Daniel xii. 3 " of those who tun many to 
righteousness V* 

Who are meant by the " children of Israel V* 

Of whom was John the messenger or forerunner ? 

Who is meant in this place by *' the Lord God V 

17. In whose " spirit and power" was John to 

. go? 

Who is meant by Elias 1 

In what respects did John resemble the prophet Elijah 1 

[Note. — In ois manner of life, dress, stability, honesty of 

character, and boldness of reproof.] 
What should be the effect of John's preaching t 
What is to be understood by making ready a people prt- 

varcd for the Lord 1— See 1 Pet. li. 9. 
What i» meant by *' turning the disobedient to the wisdom 

of the just 1" 
By what means is this now chiefly donet 

18. What inquiry did Zacharias make? 

19. What did the angel answer ? 

Is mention made of the angel Gabriel in any other part 

of the sacred writings 1—^e Dan. viii. 16 ; i. 26. 
What are these glad tidings 1 

20. What sign did Gabriel give of the truth of 
his message ? 

Why was this punishment inflicted 1 

Were the angers ** words" fulfilled 1— See verses 69-64 

21. What is said .in the twenty-first verse? 

What is the meaning of " marvelled 1" 

Why did they "tarry r ^ , 
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22. What did the people perceive when Za- 
charias came out ? 

What is a vision 1 

Did the Lord ever make known his will by visions 1 

23-25. What took place after this ? 
What is meant by the "days of his ministration 1'* 
How long did the priests serve in one course 1 — 2 Chron. 

xxiii. 4-8. 
What is the reproach spoken of in the twenty-fifth verse 1 

IJESSON III. 
Luke i. 26-56. 

26. Who was sent from God ? 
Unto what place was he sent ? 
When was he sent on this errand ? 

In the sixth month from that event 1 — ^See verse 24. 

What were the five general divisions of the Holy Land at 
the time of our Saviour's dwelling on earth 1--See Ap- 
pendix. 

In which part was Galilee 1 

Where was Nazareth 1 

To what tribe had this territory formerly belonged 1 

27. Unto whom was Gabriel sent? 
What was her name 1 

What is meant of her being of the house of David 1 
What David is here intended 1 

What is the meaning of espoused 1 — [See Covd's 
Dictionary.] 

28. Into whose presence did the angel come ? 
How did he salute her ? 

^♦W^ho did he say was with her ? 
What did he tlien pronounce Mary to be ? 
In what respect was she "highly favoured" and '< blessed $' 
It pleased God to put great honour on Mary in selectmg 
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her to be the mother of Christ^s human nature ; hat is 

it therefore right to worship her ? — See Rot. xiii. ^. 
Of what crime shoald we be guilty m worshipping any 

person or thing save, God only 1 
Are we commanided, in the Bible, to worship the Lord 

Jesus Christ!— Heb. i. 6 
Then what is he 1 

29. When Mary saw tlie angel, how was she 
affected ? 

What did she do ? 
What does that mean ? 
Why was she troubled 1 

30. What did the angel further say? 

31 . What was to be the name of her son ? 

What reason is given for calling him by this namel— 

Matt. i. 21. 
How does the Lord Jesus save his people from their sins t 
May all mankind be saved through him 1 — 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

32. What should he be ? 
Wha< should he be called ? 
What should be given to him ? 

What two natures were to be united in Christ Jesus 1 

In what does the greatness of Christ Jesus consist 1 

Who is here meant by the Highest 1 

Why is David called the father of the Messiah ? 

What is to be understood by there being given to him the 

throne of David 1 
Is it of importance that this fact should be stated % 
Whyl — Compare Isa. zi. 1, with Jer. xziii. 6. 
Can the fact be provedl— How T— Matt. i. 1-17. 
In consequence of this he was called the offspring of Da* 

vid ; how is it that he is also called the root of David, 

Rev. zzii. 16 1 — See John viii. 68. 

33. Over whom should he reign ? 
Who are meant by " the house of Jacob t" 

What shall be the duration of his kingdom? 
What did Daniel say respecting this in chap. ji. 44, vii. 14 # 
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What is the nature of Ckri8t*8 kingdom ? — Rom. xiv. 17 ; 

John xviii. 36 ; Luke xvii. 20, 21 ; see margin. 
Is this kingdom set up in your heart 1 

34. What question did Mary ask of the angel i 

What was the answer ? 

Is the Holy Ghost God 1— Acts ▼. 3, 4. 

Who is meant b} that holy thing or person ? 

37. What does the angel say of the power of 
God? 

What, probably, did he des'gn Mary to infer from this 1 

38. Wliat was her reply ? 
What is said of the angel ? 
Wliat is a handmaid 

What is meant by the "handmaid of the Lordl" j 
Must not Mary's submission to the will of God, ana txuit 
in him, have been very great 1 

39. What is Mary here said to have done ? 
What is meant by "those daysl" 

What do you suppose to have been the cause oi h&t 

haste 1 
What part is called the "hill country?" 
What city, probably, was thisl — ^Josh. xxi.-9-ll. 
How far is Hebron from Nazareth 1 
How far from Jerusalem 1 
For what other events is Hebron celebrated 1— [While 

residing here, Abraham received the promise of a son, 

Gen. ziii. 18 ; — and here David was first crowned, 

2 Sam. ii. 3, 4. — See Appendix. 

40. Into whose house did she enter ? 
Whom did she salute ? 

41. With what was Elisabeth filled ? 
^liat is meant by this expression 1 

42. What did she do ? 

Whom did she pronounce blessed ? 
What is sometimes the meaning of the word blessed T— 
Ans. Hftppy. 

» uigitizea Dy VJV7\^7VIV 



QTTBSTIONS ON THE OOSPKLS. 21 

43. What did she call Mary ? 
How did she know this 1 
Why is Mary here called blessed ? 
lAns. For having believed ** tliat there would bc^ a pear 
fonnance of those things," &c.] 

46. What was Mary's answer ? 
What is it to " magnify 1" 

47. In whom did she rejoice ? 

48 What was the ground of her rejoicing ? 
What is the meaning of "estate 1" 
Whom does the Lord ever regard 1 

49. Who had done these things to her ? 
What does she declare his name to be ? 
[Clarke suppoaes this had better be rendered aimnttaiU 
goodness than holy.} 

What is here said of the mercy of God ? 
From whom do all oar comforta proceed 1 — James i. 17._ 
Are not his " tender mercies over all his works 1" 
Then why is the expression here used, **on them that 

fear him 1" 
61, 52. What had God shown ? 
Of what is God^s arm a frequent figure in the Scriptures ? 

[Ans. His omnipotence.] 

What had he done to the proud ? 

What to the lowly 1 

53. What had he done to those of low degree ? 

What will be do to the spirituallv hungry I 

What to those who think themselves rich ? 

54 What-had he done for Israel ? 
Why? 

55. To whom had he given sueh promise ? 
Has he not frequently manifested his mercy to yoa ? 
Then n hat return ought you to make 1 

56. How long did Mary remain with Elisabeth * 
Where did she then go? ^^ ^www 
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LESSON rv. 

Luke i. 57-80. 

Where did the events named in this lesson take pl&ce !-> 
See verse 39. 

67. What event is here noticed ? 

Was there any thing remarkable attending his birth T- 

See verses 8-11. 
Give the particulars of the angel's visit. 

58. What had Elisabeth's neighbours and rela- 
tives heard ? 

In what respect had the Lord shown her great mercy 1 
What did they then do ? 

Whftt duty is enjoined on xu toward others, in the com 
forts or afflictions of life l—^Rom. xii. 16. 

59. What was done on the eighth day ? 

By whom w^ this hta instituted 1 — Gen. zvii. 9, H). 

For what purpose ? — Gen. zvii: 11 ; Rom. iv. 11. 

What spuritual privilege was then conferred 7 — See 
Home's Introduction, vol. ii., p. 110, and CovePs Dic- 
tionary, article Circumcision. 

What takes the place of circumcision in the Christian 
church 1 

What is the use of baptism 1 

[Ans. It is a '* sign and seal of an inward and spiritual 
grace •" it tyuiles the " washing of regeneration and 
tenewing of tne Holy Ghost ;" and is an open avowal, 
for ourselves or for uiothor, of a living £uui in Christ, 
and an acceptance of the terms of the corenaat of grace.] 

By what name did these friends wish him to 
be called ? 

60. What did his mother say he should he 
called? 

What is the import of this name 1 

61. What reply did thoy make ? 

What is the meaning of ** kindred V* 
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62. What did they then do ? 
Why did they mafte si^st — Verse 20. 

63. What followed ^ 

How do you understand he asked for a table ? 
What kind of table is here meant 1 — [See Clarke.] 

IIow were they all affected ? 

What is the meaning of " marvel 1" 

At what did they " marvel 1"— [See Clarke.] 

64. What immediately happened to Zacharias ? 
Had the angel foretold when the power of speech should 

be restored 1 — Verse 20. 
How did he employ his " loosened tongue V* 
What is written m Psalm 1. 23 1 

65. What came on those who dwelt in that 
neighbourhood ? 

What was done ? 

What sayings [or things, see margin] were noised abroad t 
What is the meaning of "noised abroad 1" 
Is it right to tell of the wonderful works of God 1 
When men hear of God's dealings, do they always profit 
by themi 

66. What did those do who heard of these 

wonderful things ? 
What did they say ? 

What is meant by their " layini^ them up in their hearts V' 
What was with John ? 
What does this moan 1 

67. With what was his father filled ? 
What did he do under this influence ? 
What is it to prophesy 1 

To whom alone are future events certainly known! 
Tlcn what is the Holy Ghost 1 

6S How did Zacharias begin his prophecy ? 
4ow has God visited his people 1 — ^John iii. 16. 
i^.th what has he redeemed thcm1~| Jf^^vLi?*^ ^^- 
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What is it to ** redeem 1" 

69. What had God raised up ? 
In what house or family ? 

Of what is a horn an emblem in Scripture 1 

[Ans. Strength, gloryi power. It here means a roigLiy 

Saviour or Dehverer. See Covel.] 
Is he the Saviour of the Jews only 1 — John x 16. 
From what will Christ deliver us ? 
By what means ? 
Are you freed from the power of sin? 

70. By whom had this deliverance been ford* 
told? 

Since when ? 

How did the prophets speak of these thmgs ? — 2 Pet. i. 81. 

71. From what are God's people saved? 
What is the nature of this deliverance ? 

72. What had God done ? 
What is A " covenant ?" 

73. With whom was this covenant made !• • 
Gen. xxii. 16-18. 

How was it confirmed ? 

74. How does God design his people to ser^ 
him? 

76. What should the child be called ? 
Before whose face should he go ? 
For what purpose ? 

What is meant by " going before" one's " face ?*' 
Who was the Lord, whose ways he was to prepare ? 
How did he "prepare the way of the Lord?" — ^Matthew 
iii. h 3. 

77. What was he to give ? 
By [or for, see margin] what ? 
What is ** remission of sins 7" 

By the shedding of whose blood are we pardoned ? 

78. What is here said to have visited us ? 
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Fhrough or by what has it visited us ? 

Who is meant by this day-spri&g 1 — [ Ans. Commentaton 

differ :-— some refening ttiis to Christ ; others, among 

whom is Dr. Clarke, to John.] 

79. For what purpose did the day-spring visit 
us? 

HVho are sitting in "darkness, and in the shadow of 

death 1" 
What I* darkness" and " death" are here intended ! 
What is the only way of peace 1 
What is said of the ways of religion in Prov. iii. 17 1 
Have you peace with God ? 

80. What is said of John ? 

What is meant by " waxed strong in spirit 1" — [Ans. 
Had his understandmg divmely illuminated in the thmgs 
of God.] 

Where did he remain ? 

What are deserts 1 — [Ans. Waste places :—though here 
probably only meaning uncultivated.] 

How long ? 

What is meant by that 1 — Luke iii. 1-3. 
At what age did the ministrations of the priests com- 
mence among the Jews 1 — ^Num. iv. 3. 

LESSON V. 

Matt. i. 18-25; Luke ii. 1-21. 

Matt. i. 18-25. 

18. Read the first clause of the 18th verse. 
Wliat is the meaning of the word Christ 1 

What is the meaning of " was on this wise V* 
What of " espoused!''— Deut. xx. 7. 

19. What is Joseph here called ^ 
Wliat was his character ? 
What was he unwilling to do ? 

What did he intend to do ? Digitized by Google 



M QUESTIONS ON THB G08PSL9- 

Whftt is a JQst man 1 

What is the meaiiiig of privily ! 

What of a /public example 1" 

20. What prevented his thus doing ? 
What did the angel say ? 

21. What was her son to be called ? 

What reason is given for calling him by thil 

name ? 
Who are here meant by " his people V* 

22. Why were these things done 1 
What prophet is meant ? 

23. What did he say ? 

Where is this prophecy recorded 1 — Isa. vii. 14. 
What should his name be called ? 
What is the meaning of the name 1 
How was this name applicable to Jesue Christ t 

24. What then happened to Joseph ? 
How did he act ? 

What may you learn from this 1 

Luke ii. 1-21. 

1 . What took place about this time ' 
What is a " decree 1" 

Who was Cesar Augustus! 

What is meant by the expression, " all the wtrWV* 
What is meant by the word " tax" here 1 — See margin. 
What is it to be enrolled ? 

2. When was this taxing or census lirft made 
See Clarke. 

"What is a governor 1 

Where is Syria 1 

Whht connection had this with Jadoa 1 

3. Who went to be taxed ? 
Where did they go ? 

What is meant by each one's going to '• his own citf !*• 
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4. Who is here said to have gone from Galilee ? 
To what city did he go ? 

Why did he go there ? 
In what part of Palestine is Galilee T 
Ir wh^t part is Judca ? 
How far was Bethlehem from Nazareth 1 
*Whj was Bethlehem called the city of David? — I Sam 

XVI 1, 4 , John vii. 42. 
What was this city formerly called ? — Gen. xxxv. 19. 
What is meant by Joseph being of the lineage of David? 

5. What was Joseph's business at Bethlehem ? 
Who went with him ? 

Was she obliged to go 1 — See Clarke. 

6. 7. What took place while they were there ? 
Where did Mary place her son ? 

Why did she put him there ? 

Who was this child 1 

For what purpose did he come into the world 1 — 1 Tim. 

i. 16. 
What kind of inns were common in that country ? — See 

Covel's Dictionary, article Inn. 

8. Who are here said to have been in that 
country ? 

What were they doing ? 
What is a shepherd ? 

9. Who appeared to them ? 
What shone around them ? 
How did they feel ? 

Wliy were they afraid 1 

What, probably, is intended by the phrase, " glory of the 
Lordl" 

1 0. What did th« angel say to them ? 
Why? 

To whom were these tidings sent ? 

What 18 meaDt by " tidings 1" u,g , zea by Google 
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11. In what did these tidings of great joy 
consist ? 

What is a Saviour 1 

Why was Jesus so called 1 

What is the meaning of the name Christ 1 

[Ans. It is a Greek word expressive of the same thins M 

the Hebrew word Messiah, and signifies Anointed — « 

See Covel] 
With what was the Saviour anointed? — Daniel ix. S&, 

Acts z. 38. 
What was the use of anointing t — See Exodus xxviiL 41 ; 

xxix. 9 ; 1 Sam. ix. 27 and x. 1. 

12. What sign did the angel give to the shep- 
herds, by which they should know Christ ^ 

Why was he. laid in the manger 1 — See verse 7. 

13. What then took place ? 
How were they employed ? 

14. What did they say ? 

Could the incarnation of Christ bring glory to God t 

How! 

By what means now have men peace with God ? — ^Rom. 

V. 1. 
What is Christ called in the latter part of verse six, ninth 

of Isaiah 1 
How did Christ make peace between man and Grod t-— 

Eph. ii. 13, 14. 
How has God shown his love to guilty men ! — John ii" 16. 

15. Where did the angels go? 

What did the shepherds then say to each other 

16. What did they? 
Whom did they find ? 

17. When they had seen him, what did they do ^ 
What was the saymg 7— Verses 10, 11. 

18. How did they feel who heard it? 

19. What did Mary do? 

What is meant by ** pondering them in her heart t** 
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20. What did the shepherds do ? 
With what feelings ? 

Do you suppose the shepherds believed that Jesus was 

theChiist? 
What kind of a deliverer were they probably looking for 1 
Have you believed that this was the " Christ, the Son of 

Godt" 
Bo you praise God for the grace he has made krown to 

youl 
Wliat should Christ being bom in so low a state teach us ^ 

21. What took place on the eighth day after 
the Saviour's birth ? 

LESSON VI. 
Luke ii. 22-38. 

Where were the holy family at this time 7 — See verse 4. 

22. What ceremonial rite is here noticed ? 
Where did they then take the child ? 

For what purpose ? 

Why did the Saviour submit to these rites 1 — Gal. iv. 4, 6 
What is the meaning of purification ? 
What of " accomplished ?" 

How old was the Saviour at this time 1 — For more full 
information, see Clarke. 

23. Was the presentation of Christ in obedi- 
ence to any law ? 

What is here meant by " holy V* 

Did the first-bom continue to be consecrated to the Lord, 

or were they exchanged for others 1 — See Num. iii. 13 
But were they not r^eemed, also, in another way? — 

Num. zviii. 15, 16. 
In which way was our Lord redeemed 1 
Wh^ was this offermg of the first-bom lequired 1^*£zod 

uii. 15. 

24. What was Mary to offer? o,,.edbyGoogJe 



30 QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 

Of what was this sacrifice to consist ? 

Were all parents to offer this sacrifice on such occasions 

Lev. xii. 6. 
Why did not Mary offer the sacrifice apparently preferred 

Lev. xii. 8. 

?5. Who is here said to have been in Jerusa 

lem at this time ? 
What was his character ? 
For what was he waiting 1 
What was upon him ? 
Wliat is it to be "justi" 
What to be " devout V* 

Who is meant by the " Consolation of Israel 1" 
Had Simeon any reason to expect his coming about thm 

time I—Dan. ix. 21-26. 

26. What had been revealed to him ? 
What is the meaning of " revealed 1" 

In what manner did God, in old times, make known hia 

will to his people ? 
How does he now make known his will to ust 

27. To what place did Simeon come ? 
Under what influence ? 

Why did Joseph and Mary bring in Christ ? 

28. What then occurred ? 

29. What did Simeon say ? 
What is meant here by ** blessed" God 7 
What is here meant by " depart t** 
What by departing " in peace V* 

What did Simeon mean by saying, ** according to iby 

word T'-rSee verse 26. 
Who have a peaceful end 1 — ^Psalm xxxvii. 37. 

30. What had Simeon seen ? 
Why is Jesus thus called ? 

How did Simeon know this to be the Christ f 

31. Before whom was this salvation prepared ? 
By whom was it prepared ? 



3\.7\^7' 



'5" 



qUSSTIONS ON THE 00SPKL8. 31 

Who are inTited to be saved 7 — ^Isa. zh. %%. 
What is to be understood by " prepared before the fac« 
of all people 1" — Isa. xxy. 6. 

32. What is Christ here called ? 
Whom was he to enlighten ? 
What was he to be unto Israel ? 
Who are the Gentiles 1 

How does Christ enlighten them 1 
Have all yet seen the light 1 
By what means is it sprea^ng 7 
How may we promote its spread 1 
Is it your duty to aid m this 7 

33. Wlio marvelled at the things spoken t 
lV*<w« mother 1 

What is it to " marvel 1" 

34. What did Simeon do for them ? 
What said he to Mary ? 

What is here meant by the word," set 1" 

What by his being set for the *' fall and rising again of 
many in Israel f" 

[Ans. Probably that, in consequence of their rejection of 
him as the long-promised Messiah, they would utterly 
*' fall'* under the power of the Romans ; and that, by 
nltimately believing on him, they should be again re- 
stored to their privileges and rank as a nation, and 
"rise** to an unprecedented degree of prosperity and 
happiness.] 

Can you narrate any incidents in our Lord's life wherein 
he was as a ** sign" spoken against t 

Whj did the people speak against Christ, and peiwcute 
him? 

35. What should thus be discovered ? 
Before whom an all hearts open !^ — Jer. zvii. 10. 

How would Mary be affected ? 
When was this prediction mox« especially fulfilled!— 
Jolut xix. 25. 

36. Who is mentioned in this verse U . 
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What is said of Anna's age ^ 

37. How old was she ? 
How many are fourscore and four t 
Where did she closely attend ? 
How did she employ herself? 

What were the hours of public prayer ? — ^Acts ii 15 ; ib. 1 
What is it to fasti 

Will fasting and prayer atone for ^in 1 
What alone can cleanse from sin 1 
Then of what service are these things 1 
Anna served God — how should we serve him 1 — 1 Chron 
zzviii. 9 ; Rom. zii. 1, 2. 

38. Unto what place did she come ? — Yer. 27 

What did she do ? 
How did Anna know who this was ? 
For what did she give thanks 1 
Of whom did she speak 1 

LESSON VII. 
Matt. ii. 1-23. 

1. Where and when was Jesus born ? 

How far, and in what direction, is Bethlehem from Jern- 

ealem 1 — See Appendix. 
By what other name is this place called, Gen. zlvii. 7 ! 
Who was this Herod 1 — See Clarke or Covel on this 

place. 
In what sense was he ^at 1 
What is it to be great m the sight of Grodi 
xBy what men was the mfant Saviour first visited *— >Ijuke 

ii. 15, 16. 
What persons are here named, and whence 

came they ? 
Who ar^ these wise men supposed to have been 7— S«t 

Clarke. 

2. What was their inquiry ? 
What had induced them to come t 
What was their object ^ 
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What kind of worship is here meaat 1-^-See Gen. slii. 6. 

3. What effect did this inquiry! produce ? 
Why was Herod troubled t • 

What ia meant by ail Jenrealem being troiibled 1 
What, probably, vere the feelings of the people 1 
{Some suppose that the people were troubled on account 
of a tradition that had obtained amon^ them, that at 
the coming of the Messiah severe afflictions, — as fa- 
mine, earthquakes, revolt, dec, — would come upon 
them. Others think that this was rather a state of 
great anxie.ty to know whether or not this was the tong- 
' expected-deliverer.] 

4. Whom did Herod call together ? 

For what purpose ? — See also Mai. ii. 7. 

What were the duties of the priests 1 — [Chiefly to offer 
sacrifice and incense, and to bless the people. They 
were generally well read in the law and the prophets, 
and sometimes acted as the instructors of the people. 
See Home's Introduction.] 

What were the duties of the scribes'! — See Covel. 

5. 6. What answer did they make ? 

Where is this prophecy recorded ? — Micah v. 2. [Read it.] 
This place is called "Bethlehem of Judea," and "^Beth- 
. lehem Ephratah :" — ^was there any other Bethlehem 1 
Where 1 — Josh. xix. 10, 16. [For an interesting account 

.of Bethlehem of Judea, see Watson's Dictionary.] 
Christ is here called a " ruler :" — can you give any other 

prophecy where he is spoken of as suchi — Isa. ii. 6, 7. 
The margm reads, **feed my people :" — ^what is the duty 

of a ruler toward his people 1 
How long had these predictions been written 1 

7. What did Herod then do ? 
What question did he put to them ? 
What does " privily " mean ? 

Why did he call them privately ? 

8. Whither did he send them ? 
What did he tell them to do ? 

Yqj^ J 3 Digitized by Google 



34 QUESTIONS ON THE 0OSPKLS. 

What reason did ha glre Dent making tfars re- 
quest ? 
Do you think this was really his intention ? — See Ter. 13 
To whom are all thoughts known 1 — Psa. cxxxiz t. 

9. When the wise men had heard the king, 
what did they do ? 

By what were they directed ? 

How far did it guide them ? 

What do you suppose this star to nave oeenl— So« 

Clarke or Corel. • 
By whom was it directed in its course ? 
what was its use ? 

How is 4he inquirer after Christ now directed t 
Do those who follow tho directions of God's word and 

Spirit walk in darkness 1 — John viii. 12. 

10. When the magi saw where the star stood, 
how were they aiSected ? 

Why did they thus ^rejoice I 

11. When they had come into the house, whom 
did they see ? 

What did they do ? 

When they had opened their treasures, what 

did they offer him ? 
Is it the custom in the East to make presents to distin* 

guished persons when introduced to tliemi — Gencsia 

xliii. 11. 
Is it probable that the " worship" of the wise men wm 

that of religious adoration as well as civil respeci i 
NVhat Is ffoldl 
What is fraakincensel 
What is myrrh 1 
The wise men made an offering to Jesus of the mo# 

valuable productions of their country : — ^what offering 

ought you to make ? 

12. What then became of the wise men ^ 
Why did they not return to Herod 1 
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Of what is this a proof? 

13. What took pkce when the wi&e men were 
departed ? 

What reason did the angel give for this ? 
What ifl said of GodV doings in Job v. 12, 13 ^ 
Ir what direction is Egypt from Bethlehem 1 
U *iat is the distance 7 

14. What effect did the command have on 
Joseph ? 

XVhy, probably, did he flee by night t 

15. How long was he in Egypt ? 

What prophecy is supposed to be here referred to?-«- 

Hosea xi. 1. 
To what does this declaration primarily allude 1 
How, probably, were the expenses of the holy family pro* 

▼ided for during this time"! — See verse 11. 

16. What were Herod's feelings on being de 
ceived by th« wise men ? 

Of what remarkable cruelty was he guilty T 

What commandment did he break by doing this ! — Exod 
XX. 13. 

What was his character t — See Josephus, or Clarke. 

Why, do you suppose, did he flx on the age of two yean 
and under 1 

Do you think aU the children of that age were to be de- 
stroyed, or only the male children ? 

What is meant by the " coasts" of Bethlehem 1 

Wl.at remarkable proof have we here of God's providen- 
tnl care ? 

17. What was thus fulfilled ? 
What prophet is meant by '* Jeremy ?" 

1 8. What are the words of the prophecy ? 

Of what were those words originally spoken 1 — Jer. xxxi 

!.•>. See Clarke. 
What did the great lament in Bethlehem resemble 1 
Whose wife w«» Rachel 1 g, ,,ea Dy ^ wOgle 
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Where was she buried 1 

Wliere was llama 1 — See Appendix. 

AVherein do the beauty and force of this allusion consist F 

19. What are we told in this verse ? 

20. What was the angel's niessage ? 
Who are meant by " they" — " they axe dead ?" 
What death befell Herod 1 

Bid he continue the same cruel man to the last 1 
How long did Joseph remafn in Egypt ? 

21. How did Joseph act? 

22. Why did he not return to Bethlehem * 
In what province did he settle ? 

By whose direction ? 

Where had Joseph and Mary resided before they went to 

Bethlehem 1 
What were the principal divisions of the Holy Land when 

Christ was on earth T — See Appendix. 
Under whose dominion was Galilee 1 
Is Herod Antipas supposed to have been more mild than 

his brother Arcbelaus 7 
Can you give any particulars relative to Aichelaus 1 

23. In what city did Joseph dwell ? 
Why did he dwell there ? 

Where is Nazareth ? 

What opinion did the Jews have of Nazareth T — John 

i.46. 
M'hat is the import of "he shall be called a Nazarenel** 

Luke ii. 40. 

Wliat does Luke say of Christ in chapter ii , 

lerse 40. 
Wliat is meant by " waxing strong in spirit 7" 
What was on him ? 
What is here the meaning of " grace 1" 
What does this increase in bodily and intellectual strength 

and moral excellence prove him t^ J|n^YfJ^f«^l^ 
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LESSON VIII. 
Luke ii. 41-52. 

41. ^here did the parents of our Lord go 
cFury year? 

A vliat time, as stated in this verse ? 

By what people was this feast kept 1 

At whose command 1 

How Toany principal feasts dirl God commuid the Jews to 

observe! — Exod. xxiii. 14-17. 
Give an account of the institution of this feast. — See 

Exod. xii. 2-14. 
Why was it named the passovcrl — Exod. xii. 27. 
By what other name was this feast known 1 Matt. xxvi. 17. 
Why w^as it so called 1 
How long did it last t 

Why was this feast kept at Jerusalem ? — ^Deut. xvi. 5, 6 
Of what was the blood of the lamb typical 1 
What is Christ called, 1 Cor. v. 71 
Why is he so called 1 — Rom. iii. 25. 

42. Of what age was Jesus when first taken 
to Jerusalem to attend the feast ? 

Is it probable that this was the age at which the male 
children were accustomed to attend the feasts 1 

43. What took place when they had kept the 
feast ? 

Wha* is the meaning of " tarried 1" 

4 i . Where did his parents suppose him to be ? 

II ow far had they gone before making search 

for him ? 
Among whom did they seek him ? 
How did they travel on these occasions 1 

45. Not finding him, what did they do ? 

46. How long was it before they found him ^ 
Where was he found? u,,, eaDy^ww^.v 
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What was he doing ? 

What length of time is meant by the phrase, '* aflcr three 

daysl" 
What part of " the temple" is probably meant 1 
Who were the " doctors 1" 
What, probably, is meant by ^* sitting in the midst oT. he 

doctors ?* 
How do you account for Jesus being thus engaged ? 
How ought the young to treat older persons? — ^Lei. 

xix. 32. 

47. What effect had his questions and answers T 
Why were they astonished 1 

What is the meaning of " astonished 1" 

48. How were his parents affected when they 
saw him ? 

Why were they thus surprised ? 
Need his mother have been astonished 1 

What question did his mother ask him ? 

How long had he been missing ? 

How had this time beep employed by his parents 1 

49. What answer did Jesus make ? 
Whom did he mean by his " Father 1" 
What is the meaning of " wist ye hot ?'* 

What " business" did Christ come into the world to ac- 

- complish I'-^Sce 1 John iii. 5, 8. 

[Some commentators suppose that the latter part of his 
verse had better read, ^* Did ye pot know that I ought 
to be at my Father's," or " in my Father^s house 1"— 
and Christ elsewhere calls the temple his Father*! 
house. See John ii. 16.] 

50. Did they understand him ? 

What were probably the reasons of Chrisfs conduct ib 

this case 1 
[Ans. To draw the attention of the Jews to himself.] 

51. What then took place T 
What is said of his mother ? 
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QUESTIONS ON THE OOSFEIiSi 39 

fn what direction is Nazareth from Jerusalem ? 
What is the distance between the two places 1 
What is meant by Christ being " subject" to his rarents 1 
Is it your duty to be obedient to your parents t— ^ph. vi. 
1-3. 

52. What is further said of Jesus ? 

What is it to " increase 1" 

What 18 meant by " growing in wisdom t'* 

What by "in mature 1" 

What does this prove Jesus to have been 1 

May we grow in favour with God t 

How? 

LESSON IX.— Part I. 
Luke iii. 1-3, 

r 

1. What monarch is mentioned in the first part 
of this Terse ? 

Over what empire did he reign t 

In what year of his reign does this lesson 

c^en ! — See Clarke. 
Who was governor of Judea at this time ? 
Who was tetrarch of Galilee ? 
Which Herod was this 7 — See questions on Matt. ii. 23. 
What is a tetrarch 1 
What had become of Archelaus, mentioned- in Matthffw 

ii. 22 as reigning over Judaa 1 
How long had Pilate been procurator, or govemori at this 

timet 

Who ruled the other parts of Palestine ? 
Where were Iturea and Trachonitis situated 1 — See App. 
Where was Abilene 1 — See Appendix. 

2. Who were Jewish high priests at this time ? 
[Note.— Mr. Wesley and Dr. Clarke supBoae that Asnas 

or Ananias alone, was high prieft, ana that CaiaphM 
was his deputy.] 

What came at this time unto J*.|GoogIe 
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What John was this ? 
In what place was he ? 

What is here meant by the wilderness 1 

What do you understand by " the word of the Lord V 

Fir what purpose did this influence come upon him ^ 

3 In what parts did John preach ? 

What is the meaning of " remission 1" [ 

Matt. iii. 2-10. 

2. What was the object of John's preaching . 
Wow was it enforced ? 

What is repentance ? — Psa. xl. 12 ; 2 Cor. vil 9 ; Psa. 
li. 3 ; cxix. 104 ; Jer. xviii. 8, 9. 

Of whom is repentance required] — Acts iii. 19 ; xvii. 30. 

Does repentance atone for sin 1 — [No. The blood of Christ 
alone atones for sin, and we are saved through faith in 
that blood. Col. i. 14.] 

Then of what avail is repentance 1 

[Ans. It is an acknowledgment of our sin, and a depreca- 
tion of God*s wrath, ami disposes the soul earnestly to 
seek, and thankfully to receive, the pardon of sin.] 

What is here meant by " the kingdom of heaven 1" 

What by its being at hand 1 

What do tJie subjects o( this kingdom enjoy 1 — Romaiii 
xiv. 17. 

3. What prophet had foretold John's mission ( 
Isa. xi. 3. 

How long before 1 

What was the design of John's ministry ? 
How was he to do thisi — See Watson's Exposition uv 
this verse. 

4. Of what did his dress consist ? 

What was the clothing of the prophet Elijah ? — Set 

% Kings i. 8. 
What is said of the appearance of the false prophnt% 

Zech. xiii. 41 < 

What kind of food did ho «»c| ^^^ Googi^ 
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What do you understand by this, — the dntmai or lfa« 
vegetable locust 1 



5. Wlio went out to John T 

>^Tiat it here meant by " Jerosalcm, Judc »," &c. 1 
For what purpose did they go ? 

0. What did they receive T 

Where were they baptized? 

What did they confess ? 

What is. sin 1—1 John iii. 4. 

Have all men sinned ] — Rom. iii. 23 ; v. 12 

What is said of confessing and forsaking sin m Proveroi 
xxviii. 131 

To whom mi]Rt we make "confession of sin V* 

How may we be delivered from the dominion and punish- 
ment of sin 7 

Have you so done 1 

What is the course of the Jordan 1 

What is its length and what its breadth 1 

What interesting incidents can yau mention connected 
with this river 1 

Into what sea does it empty "* 

7. Who are here mentioned as coming to 
John's baptism ? 

What were these persons, and what was their 

belief? — See Clarke or Watson. 
Jlow did the Baptist address them ? 
Vliat arc vipers ? 

What is said of them in Althan*8 Natural History ? 
Why did John compare the Pharisees and Sadducees to 

vijiers 1 
Mlif I is the wrath to come t — 1 Thest. i. 10 ; 3 Thee* 

i. 9. [Clarke supposes the destruction of the JewM, 

nation to be intended. See 1 Thcss. li. 16.] 

8. What evidence did he require of their J6 

pentanCC? ugteaDy^aww^l^ 
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What is here meant by " meet V* 

9. Wlisit caution did he give them t 
What assertion did he then make ? 

Wliat is the meaning of this phrase 1 — See Watssn* 

Exposition. 
Why did they boast of being sprung from Abraham t 
Who are the true children of Abraham, according to Gal 

iil 291 
Will the piety of the parent secure the salvation of the 

child 1 

10. How did John enforce his exhortation? 

From what is this figure borrowed 1 

Mliat does it import 1 

What kind of fruit is produced by the unconyertfjd man 1 
See Isa. v. 4 ; Mark vii. 21-23 ; Gal. y. 21. 

To what is the final punishment of the wicked compared 
in Matt. xxv. 4 11 

Did John baptize those persons 1 

£Note. — It is probable that the Pharisees and Sadduceea 
were offended at the plain, blunt mamier in which the 
Baptist reproved them, and did not receive baptism 
at his hand.^-Compare Luke vii. 29, 30, with Matthew 
xii. 26.] 

Luke ili. 10-18. 

10. What did the common people Inquire of 

John? 
What was his answer ? 
What does this injunction teach 1 

12. Who then came to be baptized ? 

Who were they t 

What was their inquiry ? 

Ought we not severally to copy their example in this, 

and each to inquire, **Lonl, what wouldst thou have 

me to do V 

] 3. What answer was given them ? 

by whom were the taxes •fro">^ed|ze, by Google 
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Hare wc reason to sdppose that the t^x. coUoetors ever 

exacted more than their just due 1 
What did they do with the surplus t 

14. Who are next spoken of as coming ? 
What was John's direction to them 1 
Whose soldiers were these 1 

May we not suppose that these several classes were sin- 
cere in their inquiries 1 
Aw not charity, justice, and the putting away of all cvii, 
' required of peniteilt siniicrs now ] 

15. Of what were the people in suspense ? 
What is here^eant by "mused in their hearts'!" 

16. Witb what did John baptize ? 
What is his baptism called in Acts xix. 4 1 

With what was Christ to baptize ? 

What do you understand by this 1 — ^Tit. iii. 5, 6. 

When and how did Christ baptize with his baptism T-— 
John vii. 39; Acts i. 5; ii. 1, 2. 

Is the baptism or influence of the Holy Ghost still con- 
tinued to all true members of Christ's church J 

Have you received this baptism 1 

In what respect did Christ " come aRer" John 1 

17. To what is Christ compared, and what 
will he do ? 

What is intended to be taught by those figures ? 
What is meant by " unquenchable 1" 

18. Was this the whole of his preaching ? 

Matt. iii. 13-17.. 
1 Z Who is here mentioned as coming to John T 
Whence did he come ? 
For what purpose did he come ? 

14. How did John receive him? 

MTliat is the import of John*s words, ** I have need to be 
baptized of thee V* 

15. What reply did Chrbt ma|tl,y Google 
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What reason was given for this T 

What is here meant by ** all righteousneas-t" — See Clarke 

Did John yield to this argument ? 

16. What took place after the baptism of Jesus ^ 
Do you think the Spirit descended in the bodily shape of 

a dove, or only with a tremulous motion similai to that 
of a dove ? 

17. What other remarkable circumstance i« 
named ? 

LESSON X. 

Matt. iv. 1-11. 

1 . Where was Jesus led after his baptism t 
By whom was he led ? 

What wilderness do you suppose this to be 1 
Who is meant by the Spirit ?— Chap. iii. 16. 

For what purpose was Jesus led into the wil- 
derness ? 
What is* it to tempt 1 
Who is the devil 1 
Why was Christ tempted 1— Heb. ii. 17, 18. 

2. What is here said of Christ ? 
What is it to fast 1 

Do the Scriptures inform us of any other persons who 

fasted thus lonff 1 — Ezod. xxxiv. 28 ; 1 Kings xix. 8. 
Is fasting enjoined in the Bible 1 — See Joel ii. 12 ; Matt 

xvii. 20, 21. 
Of what i% it a token 1 — ^Jonah iii. 5 ; Ezra viii. 23 
\Vhat is its benefit ? 
[Note. — It has a tendency to mortify and lessen the powei 

of evil dispositions, to humble the soul, and to quicken 

the believer in prayer. 

3. What is the first temptation mentioned 
here? 

4. How did our Lord repel the tetnpter ? 
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Whence is it quoted! — Deut, viii. 3. 
What does the passage teach us 1 

Ans. That man "can live by whatsoever God shall ap 
point for the preservation of his life." — Doddridge. 

5. What facts are stated in this verse ? 

What place is meant by the " holy city ?"-^I«a. lii. ' . 

Why is it BO called 1 

What was the temple t 

What part of it is meant by the pinnacle *? 

What was its height ? — Probably about 700 feet, 

6. What temptation did Satan then present ? 
How did he strengthen this temptation ? 

Whence is this quotation madel — Psa. xci. 11, 12. 

Why did Satan thus strengthen his suggestion T 

is a person warranted in expecting God's protection if he 

be not careful to walk in all his ways 7 
From what is this metaphor taken 7 
What is a metaphor 1 
What is said of angels, Heb. i. 14 T 

7. How did Jesus repel this second tempta- 
tion? 

Whence is this passage taken 1 — Dent. vi. 16. 

How had the Israelites tempted God at Massah 1 — ^Exod 

xvii. 2, 7. 
What is meant here by tempting God ? 

8. Where did Satan then conduct' Jesus ? 
What did he show him ? 

In what sense is the phrase, " the world," sometimes use^ 

in the sacred writings 1 — Luke ii. 1 ; John xii. 19. 
Uay it not be understood in a restricted sense in tL's 

place ? 
Note. The verb to show does not always signify to 

exhibit to the sight; bat also to describe and make 

known in any mc5e.— Wa/««i.] 

9. What was the last temptation ? 
What was Satan*s object 1 

10. What reply did Jesus makej^^ Google 
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What reason did Jesus give for rejecting hii 

proposal ? 
Whence did Christ make this quotation t — ^Deut. x. 20. 
What is implied in worshipping God 1 
What in serving him t 

With what disposition must we worship hwn ! — ^John iv. M 
Are you bound to worship and serve God supremely t 

1 1 . What was the result of this temptation ? 
What may we Icam from Christ's example in this par 

ticuiarl — ^James iv. 7. 
What weapon should we use in such conflicts t — ^Eph. 

vi. IT. 
Will God suffer his children to be tempted beyond their 

strength 1 — 1 Cor. x. 13. 
What promise is maJe to such as endure temptation 1-— 

James i. 12. 
Is there not a benefit in trial 1 
In what respect 1 
Angels mimstcrcd to Jesus, — ^what is the meaning Qt 

minister ? 

LESSON XI. 
John i. 19-51. 

19. What record is here given? 
On what occasion was it given ? 

What body is probably meant herel—- Ans. The Ssnht 

drim, or great council of the nation. 
What is here the meaning of "record V 

20. What was h^g reply ? 

21. How did they then proceed ? 
What did he answer 1 

Wliom did they mean by Eliasl 
What does our Lord say of John in Matt. zi. 14 T 
How do you reconcile this seeming contradiction 1 
[Note. — ^^rhe Jews are said to have understood Mai. iv. 6 

literally ; Christ spoke of one of the same spirit or 

character as Elias.] 
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What did they next inquire ? 

What was his answer ? 

Whom did they intend by " that prophet 1" 

[Note. — Some suppose Jeremiah, of whom the Jews had 

a tradition that ne would return to life.] 
Whi) was really meant hy Moses in Deut. xrlii. 15, 18 's— 

See Acts iii. 22. 

22. What did they then say to him ? 
VVho had sent them 1 

23. What account did John give of himself? 
Where is the original passage reconled 1 — Isa. xl. 3-5. 
What is the sense of this reply 1 

24. Of what sect were the messengers ? 
Can you give any account of this sect t 

25. What did they further ask of Jiini ? 

26. How did he answer them ? 

To whom did he refer by " One whom ye know not,** 
Act 

27. What more did John say of Christ ? 
In what respect was Christ " before" John 1 

28. Where did this take place 1 

[Note. — ^Clarke supposes this should be Bpthany, in the 
tribe of lleuben, beyond Jordan.] 

How was John employed ? 

What is meant by "beyond Jordan 1" 

[The Eastern people, in speaking of the four quarters of 

the world, always imagined themselves facing the east ; 

the phrase, " beyond Jordan," would consequently meao 

east of Jordan.] 

29. What took place the next day ? 
Why is Jesus called " the Lamb of God*?" 

Why were bloody sacrifices appointed 1 — Compare I^ev 

i. 4 with Exod. zu. 12-16. 
Did the blood of animals take away sin 1 — Heb. x. 4. 
Of what was it an emblem? — Heb. ix. 13, 14. 
HiOW 4oes Christ take away sini — Heb. ix. 26, 28 ; Eph. 

I. f ; kjQl. \. J^. uigitizeODy vjwwviv. 
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Id t'jis the only way in which God will pardon sin 1 
Whose sins^did Christ come to tako away ? — See v«r. 29. 
Ori what condition may your sins be forgiven 1 

30. What does John here say in reference lo 

Chrisi? 
3 J . Waft Christ, do you think, personally 

known to John ? 
What does John say of the design 3f his own 

ministry ? 
What is it to make manifest 1 
Who are meant by Israel 1 

32. What further testimony does he bear? , 
Wliat isit to "abidel" 

33. Who sent John to baptize t 
How did John know Christ ? 

34. Who does he say Jesus is ? 

You have heard John's testimony,— how ought yon to 

receive it 1 
If you reject it, do you not cast contempt on Godl— 

1 John V. 10. 
\^Tiat is the consequence to ourselves of believing or 

rejecting this reconH — 1 John v. 12. 

35. What took place on the following day ? 
What is a "disciple!" 

36. On whom did he look ? 
Wliat did he say ? 

Why did he call the attention of hid disciples -to Chrvt * 

37. What did the disciples do ? 

38. What did Jesus do and say ? 
How did they answer him ? 
What is the meaning of " Rabbi V' 
What of " interpreted ]" 

39. What reply did he make ? 
Did they accept his invitation ? 
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How long did they remain with him ? 
What time of day was it? 
How dM the Jews divide their time ? — See chap. xi. 9. 
What o'clock waa their tenth hour?- -See Corel's Dic- 
tionary, article Hour. 

♦0. Who is mentioned as being one of those 

disciples ? 
Vho, probably, was the otlwr* — Compare John liii. OT 

iwith xxi. 20, 24. 

4 1 . Whom did Andrew seek ? 

What did he say when he had found him ? 
What is the meaning of the words Christ and Messiasi 
Why is Jesus called the anointed 1 
Did Andrew use the phrase, " which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ," or was it added hy the evangelist as an 
xplanatKm ? 

42. To whom did Andrew bring Simon? 

For what purpose 1 

What did Jesus say to liira t 

How do you account for Christ's calling Simon bv name 
without having any previous knowledge of himf 

ITou have here another instance of St. John's using ex- 
planatory words ; — what good i^ason may be assigned 
for this 1 

[Ans. John " wrote his gospel m Greek, and in a Grecian 
city of Asia Minor, {Ephesqs,] and therefore was the 
more careful to translate into Greek the Hebrew, Chai« 
dee, or Syriac names, given far a special purpose 
whcrtsof they wer^ expressive. The sacred writer had 
a twofold view in it : 1. To explain the import of the 
name ; 2. To prevent his readers mistaking the person* 
spoken of. They all knew who, as well as what, was 
meant I y Xpi^of^ * Christ,' but not by the Hebrew wojrf 
Me99iak, In like manner they knew who was calle'* 
Peter, but might very readily have mistaken Cephas for 
some other person." — CampbeU^ as quo*^^. oy Benson.] 

What dui|iosition or desire doca the gospch produce in our 
heart toward others 1 

Vol. I —4 u,g,„zeaDy^ww^.v 
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When we oureelyes are reconciled to God» should we not 

endeavour to lead others to Christ 1 
In whom should we more particularly interest ourselves 1 
By what name was Simon generally called after this 1 
Where did all these transactions take place 7— See ver. 28. 

43. Where did Jesus determine to go on h« 
next day ? 

With whom did he meat 1 
What did he say to him ? 
Where is Galilee 1 

Philip was called to follow Cl^ist — ^how may we fullow 
himl 

44. To what city did Philip, Andrew, and 
Peter belong ? 

Where is HT 

Can you give an account of it 1-^See Appendix. 

45. Whom did Pliilip find? 
How did Philip address him ? 

What had Moses written about Christ 1 — Gen. iii. 16; 

-xxii. 18 ; xlix. 10 ; Deut. xviii. 18. 
Recite some of the passages wherein the prc^hets refer 

to Christ.— Psa. xvi. 9, 10, 22 ; Isa. vii. 14; ix. 6, 7; 

xi. 1-6 ; liii. 1, &c. ; Jer. xxiii. 6 ; xxxiii. 16, 16 ; 

Ezek. xxxiv. 23 ; Dan. ix. 25, 26 ; Mic. v. 2 ; Zech* 

vL 12 ; ix. 9, &c. • 

Does Clirist himself ever appeal to Moses in evidence of 

the truth of his mission 1 — ^John v. 46. 
Why was he called " Jesus of Nazareth V* 
By what other name is Nathanael supposed to have bcea 

called t — Compare John xxi. 2 with Acts i. 13.. 

46. What did Nathanael ask t 
Why did he ask this question 1 
What answer did Philip make t 

Is it not the duty of all careluily *0 examine into the 
evidence of Christ's mission ? 

47. What did Jesus say of Nathanael when h« 
tfaw him coming ? 

I uigitizea Dy VJV7\^7VIV 
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Why did he call him kn Israelite indeed 7 
What is guile ? 

How did Christ know there was no guile in Nathanael 1 
Are all whc are called Christians truly so 7 
I' It not a sin to profess faith in Christ and not really td 
believe in him 1 

48. What did Nathanael say to Jesus ? 
What answer was given ? 

Did not Nathanael suppose himself to be unnoticed t>y ill 
excepting God 1 

49. How did he addx^ss Jesus ? 
How was he convinced of this 1 

60. What encouragement does Jesus give him? 

61. What does Christ then say? 

What is the meaning of " verily ?" — See Benson or 

Doddridge. 
Whose ministers are angels ? 

Why are they represented as waiting on the Son of man? 
Has not the publication of the gospel greatly increased 

our knowleage of heavenly things 1 

LESSON XII. 

John ii. 1-25. 

Where did the events nanated in* the last lesson take 

place? 
What messengers came to John 7 
What was their inquiry 1 
How did he answer them t 
What took place the day following 1 
Why is Jesus called the Lamb of God 1 

1 . Where is the scene of the present lesson ? 
Where was Canal 

Can you give any account of this place t'-^ee Appendix. 
On what day does the lesson open ? 
The third day after what % 

[Note. — ^Probably the third after his arrival in Galilee ; 
or, the third after his coiiversation with NathanMk] 



5% QUESTIONS ON THE 008PBJUS* 

What took place tm- this third day ? 
Who was there ? 

2. Who else are named as being invited ? 

What disciples were with him at this time ? — Chapter i 

40-45. 
Can yoQ give an account of the ceremonies attending 

weddings among the Jews 1 — See Appendix. 

3. What fact is here mentioned ? 

4. How did Jesus notice this? 

Do you suppose that she wished Jesus to make himseU 

known as the Messiah 7 * 
What did he mean by " mine hour is not yet come 1" 

5. What direction did his mother give to the 
servants ? 

Does she still appear to have been in expectation of his 
working a miracle 1 

6. What WQie placed there ? 
What is meant by this 1 

Did they wash frequently ? — ^M ark vii. 3. 

7. What did Jesus say to the servants ^ 
Did they obey him ? 

8. What other direction did he give ? 
Who is jneant by the '** governor of the feast V* 

9. What did the governor when he had drunk ! 

10. What did he say to him ? 
Who is meant by the bridegroom 1 

Did not the ruler pronounce the wine very good ? 

Must it not then have been regl urine ? 

[Note. — ^The proper measure of the word rendered " firkm*' 
is unfortunately not known. Dr. CampbcU renders the 
word "bath," because it is so translated in 2 Chron. 
iv. 5. But whatever the quantity of water contained in 
these water-pots miffV. be, there is np proof that our 
Lord turned the whole of it into wine, or that he turned 
into wine any of it, otherwise than M it was drawn 

out. BcniOn.'\ u,g zeaDy^ww^.^ 
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1 1. What is this act pf Christ's called ? 
What effect had it on his disciples ? 

"WhAt is a miradfe 1 

\Vliat dilierence is observable in the manner of workino 
miracles between Christ and the prophets and apostlesl 

12. Whither did Jesus and his friends go aftei 
this? 

W here s Capernaum 1 

Can you give any account of iti — See, Appendix. 

How long did they remain there ? 

13 What feast of the Jews was at hand ? 

W hat became of Jesus ? 

Why was the pi&sover observed 1 — ^Exod. xii. 12-14. 

By whom was this feast instituted 1 

With what ceremonies was it kept 1 « 

By whom was it attended] — ^Deut. xvi. 16. 

How could so large a company be accommodated 1 , 

By what other name was it called? — Exod. xxiii. 15; 

Mark xiv. I ; Acts xii. 3. 
On what day was the lamb killed ? — Exod. xH. 6. 
In what particular cases might the time for observing this 

rite be changed ? — Num. ix. 9-14. 

.14. Whom did Jesus find in the court of the 

temple ? 
Why were they there T 

Was it right to sell such things in the house of God 1 
Why notl 

15. What did Jesus make ? 
What use did he make of it ? 
What is a scoi rge 1 

[Note. — ^This scourge was probably made of rushes, whkb 
he found strewed on the ground.] 

16. What did he say? 
Whom did he mean by his Father 1 
Wnai 18 a house of merchandise t 

How ought we to regard God's houaeltzea by Google . ^ 
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Whose presence is always thore ? — Hab. il 30. 

1 7. What did the discipleS' remember 1 
Where is' that written 1 — Psa. Ixix. 9. ^ 
M'hat is its meaning 1 ^ 

[Zeal signifies any warm emotion or affection. "The 
eeal af thy house," &;c., my earnest desire to have idl 
things duly ordered about thy worship, and n^ indigna- 
tion at all abuses in it, have wasted my vital spirits. — 
WaUOnA 

18. What question did the Jews ask ? 
What did they mean by this ? — See John vi. 30, 31. 
What authority had he^l 

19. What sign did Jesus give them t 

20. What did the Jews say to thds ? 

[Note. — Dr. Lightfoot computes that from the founding of 
the second temple to the complete settleitient of its 
service, there were just forty-six years.— 'Benson.] 

2.1. Of what did he speak ? 

When was this fulfilled t 

22. When he was risen from the dead, what 
did the disciple& remember ) 

What did they believe ? 

What is here the meitning of this phrase t 

[Ans. Dr. Campbell translates the clause, "they und^f" 
stood the Scripture and the word, &c.,*' belief implying 
rightly to apprehend. For a similar use of the verb 
see chap. iii. 13.] 

23. What occurred on the feast, day? 

By what did he attest the truth of his mission f 
24» 25. What is here said of Jesus ? 
What is here meant by " commit ?" — Ans. Trust 
What proof have we vx this of his divinitvl 
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LESSON xin. 

John iii. 1-13. 

VThai subjects were coifeidered in the last lesson t 

Who wero present at the marriage 1 

What remarkable ^ork did Christ do 1 

What was its effect on iiis disciples 1 

What Jewish feast is afterward noticed 1 

Where was it celebrated 1 

How did Jesus distinguish himself at this feast ? 

What prophetic declaration did he make ? 

What are the contents of the present lesson ? 
Where did these transaetions take place 1 

1. What was the name 'of the man her« 

spoken of? 
To what sect did he belong ! 
What was his station ? 
What is here meant by ** ruler 1" — ^John vii. 50. 
What was the general character of the Pharisees 1 
Would you )\idge Nicodemus to have been of the sanif 

spirit i 

2. To whom did he come ? 
At what time did he cornel 
How did he address our Lord ? 

What reason did he give for this belief? 

What do you suppose his motive to have been 1 

What is tne meaning of the word Rabbi 1 

Whom did he probably mean by " we 1" 

What may we understand by " come from God 1" 

What is a miracle 1 — ^See'WatsOn** Dictionary, and losti* 

tutcs, and Home's Introduction, vol. k, chap. 4, sec. 3. 
What miraciea had Jesus wrought at this tiipe Irr-John ii 

1 1, 23. 
Did Christ appeal to his mirac ka as proofs of his divuie 

mission 1 — Matt. xi. *3-5 ; John x. 35, 37, 38. 
From whom alone can th^ ability to work miracles 

proceed 1 

uigitizea by VjOOQld 
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3. How did Jesus answer Nicodemus V 

Will belief of the truth, without correspondent practice, 

save the soul 1 
What is the meaning of " veriJy j" 
What is it to be " bom again 1"— Ver. 8, and 1 Pet. i. 23 
What is meant by " see the kingdom of God V* — Com 

pare Matt. v. 8 with John iii. 5. 
Wiiy cannot an unconverted man enjoy this kingaom !—• 

]iom. viii. 7. 
How may a man know whether he is a subject of th:« 

grace 1 — ^Rom. viii. 14-16. 
How may he satisfy others of this facti — Conpare Gal 

V. 19, 22. 
By what agent is this change effected ? — 1 Pet. i. 33. 

4. Was the nature of this birth understood by 

Nicodemus ? 

5. What further instruction did Jesus gire ^ 

Who is the Spirit 1 

What is meant by being bom of water! 

Of what is the baptism of water an emblem 1 — ^Tit. iii. 5. 

6. What reply d<>«8 Yesus here make to the 
objection of Nicod*^mu9 contained in vcr. 4. 

What is the dortnne taught <->-Se6 Clarke. 

What is said of the ostuiaf a^d renewed man in Romans 

viii. 6-8. 
IS ihcrenfiot, tnen, a marked difference between the two 

characters? — Psa. i. 1-5. 

7. What does Jesus say in this verse ? 

How docs Nicodemus appear to have rece i ed this i^j^ 

trine 7 
But ought he to have .been astonisheid — was it a new ckw- 

trinel— Psa. U. 2, 10; Ezek. uzvL 25-27. 

8. What illustration does our iSaviour use ? 
For what purpose 1 

Is the wind or air visible 1 
Then how do vou know that it exists 1 
How may you 'etermine the operation of the Holy Spirit t 
Matt. Til. IG^O; Gal. v. 22, 23., 
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What 18 tiM meaning of Hsteth ? 

9. What reply did Nicodemus make ? 

Why did he not understand 1—1 Cor. ii. 14. 

Kn not men frequently in ignorance or doubt of the im- 

portance of the new birth, when they might have been 

satisfied of its necessity 1 
l\U' the plea of ignorance excuse themi 

11). How does the Saviour answer Nicodemus? 

What is here meant by *♦ master 1" 

Is it a reproach to an instructor to be ignorant of things 

he might have known T-^Heb. t. 12. 
How may we become wise in Scriptural knowledge ?— 

John ▼. 39 ; James i. 5. 

1 1 . What does Jesus say of his own teachings? 
Is not this declaration a rebuke to the Jewish teachers 1 
Who are meant by " we 1" 

What is it to "testify!" 

What things had been taught by Christ and his followers 

at this time t — ^Matt. iii. 2 ; Luke iii. 16 ; John i. 29 ; 

ii. 18-42. 
How had the Jewish teachers erred 1 — Matt. rr. 7, 8. 
Was Christ's teaching believed 1 

12. What question does the Saviour ask in 
this verse ? 

What did he intend by this 1 

r Ans. Probably that if he was not understood or believed 
when speaking of those things which are done on earth, 
and in evidence of which uiey had many witnesses, 
much 'ess would be the probability of being understood 
or believed when speaking of deeper things. — See Wes- 
ley's Note«] 

1 3. Had any man ascended to heaven to ac- 
quire a knowledge of God's will ? 

\^'ho came down from thence ? 

What is meant by his having " come down T" 

For what purpose did he come down ? — ^Juhn vi. 38. 

Where is he further said to be| ea,y^^,ogle 
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Of what is his presence ob earth and in heaven at tlv 

same time a pfoof 1 
Whose presence is universally diffused at the same m- 

stant? — Psa. cxxxix. 7-11. 
Is it so with the presence of Christ ? — ^Matt. xviii. SO 
Then what must Christ be 7 



LESSON XIV. 

John iii. 14-2 L 

Where did the occurrences narrated in the last le$acB 

take place? 
What was the principal topic of that lesson ? 
What do you mean by that ? 

Why is it necessary that this change shoiild take placet 
With whom was J^sus conversing at the time T 
W^at office did Nicodemus fill ? 

Were the instructions of the present lesson given to the 
same person 7 . 

14. To what act of Moses is reference h«re 
made? 

What was the cause of his so doing 7 — Read the account 
in Num. xxi. 5-9. 

Can you describe the fiery serpent 7 — See Watson's Dic- 
tionary. 

What does Christ say in reference to himself? 
In wh^t respect may the fiery serpent be considered 

typical of Christ 7 
Wliat is Christ represented as saying in Isa. xlv. 22 7 

15. For what purpose was Christ to he lifted 
up? 

What are we to understand by his being lifted ap 7- - 

John xii. 32, 33. 
What is meant by the term " penah 7"^ — Mark ix. 44 j 

2 Thess. i. 9. 
How is this destructiai to be avoided 7 
What is it to believe 7 ^ i 
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Do you. thus believe 7 

What benefit is here promised the believer ? 

What is eternal life ? 

Is there evidence here .hat salvation is provided for all 

men 1 
1 5 To what are we indebted for this favour ^ 

See also 1 John iir. 10, 19. 
flow has God chiefly manifested his love? 
What did he give his Son to be ? — Isa. liii. 10 ; Rom. v. 8» 

Tc whom was this love extended ? 

Who are meant by the world ? 

May all mankind be saved ? 

What, then, is the reason they are not? — John v. 40. 

Will any be finally condemned except for their own wilftu 

sinl-^Heb. ii. 2, 3. 
What effect ought the recollection of this love to have on 

us 1— John XV. 12, 14. 

17. For what end did God send his Son into 
the world? 

What is it to condemn ! 

What sense does Dr. Clarke give to this passage ? 

la what way are we to be saved through him ? — Col. i. 14. 

18. What is the first benefit of believing on 
Christ? 

What is here the meaning of " he is not condemned ?* 

From what is he justified! 

Who justifies the believer in Christ 1 ^ 

What is the state of the unbeliever ? 

What is meant by that 1 

Fcr what is he condemned ? 

] 9 What is the cause of condemnation to tho 

wicked ? 
\\Tiat is the effect of spiritual light 1—Eph. v. 13. 
Wliat Is meant by i*li^t" and 'Miarkizess ?"— Prov. ti 

23 ; I John i. 5. 
Who is particular y caHed the .light 1 — ^John ix. 6. 

VVIiy 1 ugtzea by GoOglC 
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Why do men nattiraUy love spiritual daikness ? 

20. What is said of such as do ^vil 1 
Why do they hate the light ? 

What are " deeds ?" 

What is the meaning of " reproved 1" 

Who reproves them for their wickedness ? — ^John rn. §. 

Why are they thus reproved 1 ^ 

What is written Eccles. xii. 14 ? 

21. How do those act who do the truth? 
For what reason ? 

What is meant by "doing the truth 1" 

How are the deeds of auch *t wrought in Godi" 

What is the character of your works 1 

What will determine the character of our future stated 

What improvement may we make of this lesson 1 

LESSON XV. 
John iii. 22-36. 

22. What is here said of Jesus ? 
After what things ? — ^See preceding lesson. 

In what division of the Holy Land was Jerusalem ? 
Then what is meant by the first clause of verse 22 ? 
[Ans. That he went from Jerusalem into the countrr 

parts of Judea.] 
Did he baptize 1 — ^John iv. 2. See Clarke. 
What is it to baptize 1 

23. Where was John at this time ? 
What was he doing ? 

What reason is given for his being there ? 

Who came to him to be baptized 1 

Where was i£aon ? 

What may we understand by the expression, " there was 

much water there 1" 
Are fountains or s]iring8 of water very vafuable in hot, 

dry countries 1 
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Is it necessary to -sappose thM those who received bafi- 
tism weieimnierseal * • 

24. What ftict is here stated ? 

25. What occurrence is noticed in this verse ' 
What is meant here by " purifying V 

il'hat was the particular ground of dispute ? 

26. How did they settle ihe question ? 

To what hati^ohn borne witness t 

What 18 meant by "beyond Jordai\1" — [Ans. East of 

Jordan.] 
What is to be understood by the last clause of the verse t 
Where was John at the time he baptized Christ ? — John 

i. 28. See Appendix. 

27. What was John's decision ? 

What is the import of this 1 

From whom had John received his authority^l * 

Does he manifest any regret at Clurist being preferred to 

himself? 
How will a faithful minister of Christ always feel in this 

respect ? 

28. To what did John appeal ? 

When had John made this declaration 1 — John i. 30, 27. 
For what purpose was John sent before Christ I — ^Mark 

i. 2. . 
Who are now sent to prepare the way of the I/ord ? 
Then how ought you to receive and hear them 1 — ^2 Cor. 

V. 20. 

29. How did John represent the relation be- 
tween Clirist and himself? 

What was the office of the " friend" here alluded tc 1— 

See Clarke. 
Who is the bridegroom 1 
Who is the bridel 

30. What does John predict of Christ ? 
What remark does he make concerning him 

self? 
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What is to be understood from this 1 ' 

WhcMoef^r God has accomplished his pvirpooes ky us, 
and calls on us to lay down our charge, how ought wn 
to feel T — See Wesley's note on this verse. 

31. What is said of him that cometh from 
above ? 

To whom does this refer 1 — John viii. 23. 
What is said of him that is of the earth ? 
What IB meant by this 1 

What is written Rom. ix. 5, and 1 Cor. xv. 47? 
What is-said of Christ in Col. i. 15-19, and fieb. i. 1, S f 
What grace is ezlubited in the conduct of John 1 
What promises are made to the humble in Luke xiv. II, 
and m James iv. 6 1 

32. What is here said of Christ? 
To what does he here allude 1 

What was the effect of his testimony ? 

What is the meaning of " testifieth ?" 

"V^Tiat do you understand by " no man receiveth his tenli- 

mony 1" 
What does our Saviour say in verse 1 1 of this chapter t 

33. What is said of him who has believed this 
testimony? 

To what is this an allusion 1 — See Wesley or Clarke. 

What do -we thus avow 1 

What is said of God's promise in S Cor. i. 20 1 

34. What does he do whom God has sent ' 

Who is here particularly meant 1 

How may we know that he spoke " the words of God !" 

What does God impart unto his servants ? 
In what degree was this imparted to Christ? 

35. How does the Father regard the Son ? 
What hath he given into his- hand ? 

What is meant by this 1— See 1 Cor. rv. S4, and Wesley's 
noie mere* uigitizeaDyvj\.7\^7'viv 
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86. What is bestowed on all who believe on 

the Son? 
What shall be the doom of such as believe-not ? 
What is the wrath of God? 
What is the meaning of ** abide r* 
Wovi long will the wrath of God rest on the wicked ]-*• 

Re?. XXV. U. 
Wha; event happened, soon after, to John the Baptist 1— 

Luke iii. 19, 20. 
Wnat Herod was this 1 

Of what country was he tetraxch 1 — ^Luke iii. 1. 
Who is the Philip here mentioned ? 
How had John " reproved" him 1 — Mark vi. 18. 
What relation did Herodias now hold to the tetrarch of 

Gralileel — ^Mark vi. 17, last clause. 
What effect had this reproof on the mind of Herodias 1 — 

Mark vi. 19. 
What do you understand by her having a "quarrel" 

against John 7 
Is the full intent to commit murder equally offensive to 

God as actually killing? — 1 John iii. 15. 
How did Herod regard John 1 — ^Mark vi. 20. 
Why did he "fear" himi 
What did Herod, besides fearing John 7 
How long did John's imprisonment last 1 — See Wesley. 
Is pleasure in hearing or reading God's woid a certain 

sign of a renewed nature 7 
Do not men frequently do many things that God has 

commanded, who notwithstanding fail to secure th« 

knowledge of his favour? 



d by Google 



§4 ftUESTIOKS ON THE OOSPELa. 

ij:sson XVI. 

John iv. 1-21. 

What was the principal subject of the last lesson 1 
What did John testify that Christ was ? 
Wliat happened to John soon after bearing this testfr' 
monyl 

Where does the scene of the present lesson open t 

1. What knowledge is our Lord here said Ui 
be in possession of? 

2. Did Jesus himself baptize ? 

3. What use did Christ make of tliis know- 
ledge ? 

Why, probably, did he leave Judea? 

4. Through what province had he to pass ? 
How is Samaria bounded ? 

What is the distance from Jerusalem to Galilee 1 

Wli^ must Christ " nreds %o through Samaria'* to reach 

Galilee 1 
To which tribe did it L along t 

5. To what city did he come ? "*^ 
To what was it near ? 

What is this place called Gen. xxxiii. 191 

For what is it remarkable ! — Genesis xii. 6, 7 1 Joshua . 
xxiv. 82. 

When was this given to Joseph 1 — Gen. xlviii. 21, 22. 

Wliat are its present name and condition 1 — See Appen- 
dix, p. 115. 

6. Whose well was there ? 

[For an interesting notice of this well, by Maundr9l),-8ee 
Clarke.] 

What is said of Christ ? 
At what hour was this ? 

7. Who came to the well T ^ t 
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For what purpose did she com**. ? 

Was it customary in that country for women to perforoi 
such offices 1 

What did Jesus say to her ? 
8 What reason is assigned for his requesting 
drink of her ? 

9. What answer did the woman make ? 
Why did she ask this question ? 

Are we to understand her declaration in the widest sense, 
as having* w> deatiitgSy or, that they had no fhendly in- 
terchange of kind ofl^ces 1 

From- whom were the Samaritans descended l-'-^lee .2 
Kings xvii. 24. 

What had become of the ten Israelitish tribes, whose 
capital was Shechemi — 2 Kings xvii. 6, 23. 

How do you understand that clause of the latter verse 
which says the " Lord removed Israel t" 

Are actions which the Lord sufiers to be done frequently 
said to be done by him ? 

[See, for instance, Jcr. iv. 10, where **Aht LoTd God, 
!no« hast greatly deceived this people^" means, thou 
hast suffered them to be deceived by their false 
prophets.] 

D6ei 1^ religion of the Lord Jesus Christ allow us to in- 
dulge in feelings of ill-will to any person 1 — M#tt. vi. 44 

Is it not, then, superior in its morality to all other re^ 
gious systens 1 

10. What reply did the Saviour makie ? 
What is measnt by "the gift of God!" 

Who is intended by the pronoun him — '** thou wouldctt 
have asked of him ?" 

i^at did Christ mean by " living water t*'— John viL 
38^.^9. 

Wity are the influences of the Holy Spirit comparfpl to 
water 1 

(Ans. As water quenches the thirst, Refreshes ant! invigo- 
rates the bodv, purifies things defiled, and fenders nv 
earth Ihiitfal : so it is an apt embl«ri} b(xk9gjfk of tUc 

^- _ _ r UiqitizeaDy VJ*>\^7Xl^- 
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Holy Ghosi, which so satisfies the souh that receire 

■ ii, that they thirst no more for earthly goo<l : n fMirifWa 

also from all spiritual defilement, and it makes tbueie 

who receive it fruitful in every good woni and wotk.-* 

How may these blessings be obtained ? 
1 1 How did ike woman answer 1 
Did she take h s meaning 1 
Of what did 9 .e understand him tc speak 1 

12. What other question did tke woman ask ? 
Why did she call Jacob their father 1 ^ 

Were thev really his descendants?^— 2 Kings xvii. S4. 

13^ 14. What answer was given to her ques- 
tion ? 

Why might one drinking of the water of this well be 
expected to thirst again 1 

What effect would be produced by the water to which 
Christ had rcfercncci 

How inay we receive of this water ? — J€Am vi. 35. 

What is the iinpori of the figure m the latter claui^ of 
verse 141 

What other rendering may be given to the word trans- 
Uted "w«U" inverse 141 — [Ans. Fouotain. — Wesley.] 

15. What request did the woman make ? 

Do you think she now understood Christ's meaning, or 
still supposed him to speak of natural water 1 

MHiai do' yeu think he designed 1 

Have you made persoHal application to Christ that yim 
might become a partaker of this grace 1 

NVhat IS said in John vi. 37 of those who apply to ^ m 
for salvaiiou! 

16. What direction did Christ then give to this 
woman ? 

17. 18. What effect had this command? 
What did Christ further say ? 

Wliat «{>|)e«n to hav* h«eii hi« design ir mtkj^f th« 
re4)ueat in verse 16 7 u,g„zea by Google 
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Whftt U the mewimg of <^ well sftid 1** 

What evidence is here given of Christ -8 omniscience ? 

What is omniecienoel 

To whom alone are all hearts known 1 — 1 Kings viii. 39. 

How ought the knowledge of this truth to attbct «s? 

Must we necessarily suppose that the woman was now 

living in open crime 1--S^e Clarke. 
If cot, how may we account for Christ's saying, *' Ila 

wlmm thou now hast is not thy husband V* 

19. What effect was produced on the woman's 
mind ? 

What is a prophet ! 

^Ans. The word in its highest sense means one who 
foretels important and distant Events; it also means 
any person acting under supernatural influence, in 
which sense the^apostle Paul (Titus i. 12) calls a pro- 
fane poet a prophet, because the ancients beh'eved their 
poets to he inspired. This was tlie woinan^s reason 
for calling Christ a prophet — she believed him to be an 
inspired person, because he manifested -his knowledge 
of things of which, as a stranger, he must have been 
otherwise ignorant.] 

80* Under the influence of this belief, what 
queSlion did she put to him ? 

Whom did she mean by "our fathers 1" — Conjpare verse 
12 with Gen. xii. 6, 7, and xxxtii, 18-20. 

To what mountain did she refer '? 

What hatl been built there, and by whomi — See Appen- 
dix 

What is here meant by " worship 1" 

To whom alone is religious adoration to be paidi — £xod. 
xxxiv. 14. , 

Had the Almighty selected any particular place for hit 
worship 1 — Dent. xii. 6, 11. 

Why was this done? 

Was any other people except ^e Jewa obliged to worship 
God at Jerusalem 1 

21. What answer did Jesus give to the wo- 
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WHiat is meant by the ttxpreaakin, " Uie hour eometli t** 

To what event does he refer 1 . 

Docs he mean that they should not worship at all m thes* 
places, or, that worship might be paid m ail nlaeee xi 
differently I — ^Mol. i. 11 ; Matu xviii. 20; 1 Tim. ii. S. 

L12SSON XVTI. 
John iv. 22-42. 

Wliere did the occurrences mentioned in the last chapter 

take place! 
Of what nation was Shechem formerly the capital t 
By whom, and for what purpose, had a temple been 

erected there T 
Between whom did a conversation take place on this 

subject 1 

Of what is the present lesson a^ continuation? 

22. Had the Samaritans a correct knowledge 

of Godl . 
What is said of them in 2 Kings xvii. 28, 29 1 
Have we any other instance in the New Teetameiil 

of persons worshipping an "unknowi^ God 3" — Acta 

xvii. 23. 
Is not a correct knowledge of the nature and perfections 

of God a great help toward our rendering him accepts 

ble service 1 

Had the Jews a knowledge of God ? 

WiT. the mere knowledge of his existence and nature 

ca ise us to become his true worshippers !— ^Romaiit 

i. 21, 28. 
What more is needed ! — 1 Cor. ii. 10. 

What great honour had God put on the Jews ? 
See also Rom. ix. 4, 5. 

\Tho is here meant by " Salvation 1" — Psabn xxvii. t , 

Luke ii. 30. 
Why is he so called!— Isa. xiL 2r,g,„zea by Google 
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23. What did Ckrigt say was coming ? 
Who is meant by " Father 1" 

Why is he so called 1 — Jphn i. 12 ; Gal. iii. 36. 

What is wOTshipl 

What is it to wwship "in spirit and in tnUh V 

What do you understand by " the Father seekeUt such U 

woi^ip him 1" 
Now may we know when we worship God accejitably 1 

24. What impiHtant declaration is next made^. 
Do those who worship hnagws, or as they say, God 

throug]i thean, pqy Ima vpiiitoal worship 1 

25. Who did the woman say would come ? 
Had this any connection with what Christ had ftftidt — 

Sec verse 23. 
What means of obtaining a correct knowledge of God did 

the Samaritans possess 1 — See Clarke on verse 25. 
To what language does the wolrd Messias or Messiah 

belong, and what is its ifigiiific&tion 1 
Did the woman use the words, " which is called Christ,** 

or arc they inserted by tbe evangelist aa an explanation 

of the preceding word 1 
What benefit did they expect to derive from 

his coming! 

How do you understand the expression, " he will loll us 

all things 1" — See vewe* 20, 28. 
What was one of the offices of Christ 1 — ^John iii. 2. 
[Noto. — ^It ia in view of this that he is sometimes called 

our prophet, or teachfur.] 
36. In what words did Jesus make himself 

known to her, , 

87. Who came to him immediately after this ? 
Where had they been, and for what purpose t — See 

verse 8. 

How did they feel ? 

Whv were they surprised at ihisi — See Clarke or 

Wesley. 

Did they express their astonishpmy^,^^,^ 
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28. What did the womaa then do ? 

29. What did she do there? 
Why did she act thns'' * 

Had Christ indeed tol<l her all that she had ever ^oymV 

Then how do you account for her language 1 

What impression had been left on her mind 1 

Has not the Holy Spirit frequently reproved you for yom 

evil acts } 
Ha%-e.you received the rebukes as (rem God ? 

30. How did the inhabitants act ? 

31. In the mean time what did tbe disciples 
do? 

32. What reply did he make ? 

What did he mean by this! 
What does this teach us? 

33* How did the disciples understand kim? 

34. How did Christ explain himself? 

Docs not the man who sincerely loves and serves Cod 
lake more pleasure in domg the will of Gotl than in 
any sensual gratifications, however necessary ? — Job 
x;iiii. 13. 
For what purpose did God send Christ into the world 1 
When was this work finished 1 — ^John iLx. 30. 

35. What question does our Lord put to his 
disciples 1 

What account can yon give of the Jewish harvest 1 
Did our Lord speak of a literal or 6]>irrtual harvest 1 
In what respect waa tbe spiritual ha/vest really to 00 
gathered ? — See verses 29, 39. 

36. What oAcouragement is here given to t)i« 

reapers ? 
Who are the reapers in this harvest 1 
How do they become fellow-labourers with Christ 1 
WTiat wages do they receive 1 

Row do they gain fruit to eternal life 1 — James v. 20. 
What does their gaining frui^ to eternal life occasion 7 
Who is the rawer? 
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37. What proverb is here quoted ? 

38. How and to whom is it applied ? 

W!io were the previous labourers ? — [ Ans. The patmrchs 

and prophets.] 
in what respect had the disciples *' entered into" theilr 

laboufs 1 
30. What is liere said of the Samaritans of 

that place 1 
What did they believe him to be 7 
On whose representation ? 
Does not the Ijord sometimee make use of very weak 

instrrnnents in saving men 7 
For what purpose 1 — 1 Cor. i. 28, 29 ; 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

40. To whom did the Samaritans come? 
What did they entreat him to do ? 

Did he comply with their request? 

41. What effect was produced by his instruc 
tions ? 

42. What did they say to the woman ? 
Had they not believed before ? — See verse 39. 
What, then, is the import of the passace 1 
What did they acknowledge him to bel 

LESSON xyni. 

John iv. 43-54. - 

Where was Jesus at this time 1 

Whore was this city 1 

Wliat events had uken pbce there! 

43. How long did he remain hdjn ? 
Where did he then go ? 

WTjere iss Galilee 1 

44. What proverb did he quote ? 
What is its meaning 1 

To whom did he d«,ign it to apply! „,^„^,^GoogIe 
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Is It probable tbat this i? the reason he did not go directly 
to Nazareth 1 

45. By whom was he received ? 
How w«8 be received 1 

What led them to receive him thus ? 
What things «re here alluded to? — Chap. ii. 98. 

46. To what town did Jesus come ? 
Why is it called " Cana of Galil«e V 

[Ana. To distinguish it from Cana in the tribe <]{ Epliratmi 

Josli. xvi. 8.]. 
In what part of Galilee was this place situated 1 — Sea 
. Appendix, 
What miracle had he . wrought here ?— See 

chap. ii. 11. 
What distinguished person is here spoken of? 
Where is Capernaum 1 — See Appendix. 
Is it not probable that Capernaum was his residence T 
What is the distance between Capernaum and Cana t-^ 
[ Ans. Probably about twenty-five miles.] 

47. Whatdidheh^ar? 
What did he then do ? 

Wliat is this nobleman supposed to have been T 

[Ans. A minister of Herod the tetrarch.] 

How do you suppose he had attained to any knowledge 

of Chnsti 
[Ans. From the pveaching -of John the Baptist, who 

bo dly rebuked Herod for his wickedness, Mark vi. 20 ) 

48. What reply did Jesus makfe to his requett ? 
Do you think the nobleman was entirety destitute of faith J 
Then what did Christ rnetan 1 — de« Clarke. 

49. How did the man receive this ? 

Docs not this earnestness strongly mark bis affection for 

his son 1 
Tlie man eamesUy besought Christ to go and heal hii 

son — what may we learn from it m reference to our^ 

selves 7 

50. What effect had his prayer .^I^Cb^ll^ ' 
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Why did not our Lord comply with the nobIeman*8 re- 
quest, and go ! 

How did the man receive Christ's saying ? 

51. What took place ai» he was returning 
home? 

What did they say to him ? 

What is here meant by '* thy f^on liveth V 

52. What question did he put to the servants ? 
What was their -answer ? 

What o'clock, according to. our mode of computing iimiBf 
would the seventh hour bel 

53. What did the father learn from this ? 
What was the conviction of his mind ? 

What was the consequence p( this conviction t 
What does this circumstance prove Christ to be 1 
What double evidence have we of his divinity 1 
Did the nobleman obtain his desire 1 ^ 

Did he in the manner in which he had expected 1 
What may we learn from ihisi 

54. How does the chapter conclude? • 

LESSOiN XIX. 

Luke iv. 16-32. 

Wliat events were last noted 1 

IG. To what place did Jesus come ? 

Where is Nazareth, and to whieh tribe did it belong f 

Uow lai is it fron JenMaieai 1 

Ueseribt tt. — See Appendix. 

What was he in the hahit of doing ? ' 

What did he do in the present instance ? 

\VhdA may we infer from this custom of our Loid ' 

Why ought we to worship God publicly t 

What is a synagogue 1 — See Appendix. 

17. What was given to himt ^g-^^y Google 
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Who is meant bj Eftaias 7 

To what passage did Jesus turn ? 

Where is it recorded 1— Isa. Ixi. 1, &c. 

Of whom was it foretold 1 

How long had it been written ? 

18. What were the words of the prophet as 
quoted hy our Lord ? 

Who is the Spirit of the Lord ? 
On whom did he rest 1 

To what work had he anointed him? 

"Does this mean those only who have but little of thu 

world's goods 1 
What, then, docs it signify ? 
What is said of such in Nf alt. v. 3 1 

For what other purpose did Christ come ? 
Whom are we to understand by "brokun-heariedl" 
What is «aid of such in Psa. li. 17 1 
Wlwit is meant hy saying the Lord will not despise such^ 
[Ans. That he will approve them or accept them 1] 

To whom was he to preach ? 

Who are captives ? 

What kind of captivity is here intended? — 2 Pet. ii. 19. 

\Vhat was he to announce to such 1 

What was he to do to the blind? 

Did Chris* ever restore sijjht to the literally bUnd 7 

Whom was he to set at liberty ? 

[Note. — Here is a. beautiiiil gradation in comparing the 
spiritual state of m«3n to tns miserable state of those 
captives who are not only cast into priBOD, bat, like 
Zcdekiah, had their eyes put out, aaa were laden end 
bniised with chains. — Wesley. l*he aUosioii m»y be, 
noi to the custom of putting out the eyes of prisonen^ 
but to that of confining them to pits and daik aungeons. 
To bring out of constant darkness may be said to \m 
recovery of sight to the blind. — Watson.] 

19. What was he to proclaim t 

To what in this an allusion 1-^See liov. xxv 9, &e 
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Of what was this institution a type ? 

When is the time of the gospel jubilee ? — 2 Cor, vj. 2, 

20. When he had thus read, what did he do ? 
What did the people do? 

Oii what substance were the sacred books written ?— 

[Ans. On rolls of parchment.] 
Why did the people fix their eyes on hiinl 

21. How did Christ address them? 

What scripture was fuUillcd in their hearing 1 
Is it not probable that he spoke at much greater length 
than is here recorded 1 

22. To what did the people give assent?' 
How were they affected l 

What qualities cha|r«ctefize our Ix>rd*8 discourses ? 

[A person of spiritual discertimcnt may find in all the dis- 
courses of our Lord a peculiar sweetness, gravity, and 
bccomingness, such as is .oi to be found in the same 
degree even in those of the apostles. — Wesley.] 

What question did they ask one of another? 
What was Joseph's condition in life 1 
Is It prot^able that bis low condition was the reason of 
their asking this question? 

23. What did Christ say to the audience T 
What ir the mcanittg of the psoverb 7 — See Watscm't 

Expositioa. . . 

24. What treatment do prophets or teachers 
frequently receive at home 1 

Can you assign any reason for thisi 

25. What is said of the time in which Elijah 
lived? 

\Miere is this history recorclod '^^^Compare ' Krgt ifii. 
1-9, with xviii. 1-45. 

26. Was he sent to any of those widows to^be 
provided for ? 

Who had this honour ! r ooolr> 
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Where was Sarepta 1 — See Appendix. 

2'''. What were there in Israel in £lislia*a 

days ? 
What other leprous person is here mentioned ^ 
Who among them was healed ? 
By what means ? — -2 Kings v. 14. 
To whose power were all cures of leprosy ascrihed ! 
\Vliat did Christ design in giving these incidents 1 

28. What e€ect had his remarks 7 

Why were they thus provoked 1 

How did they regard themselves 1 — ^Matt. iii. 9. 

How did they regard the Gentiles 1 

29. What did they do ? 

30. Did they effect their object ? 
How did Christ escape them ? 

31. Whither did he go? 
What did he do there ? 

Is it probahle that ho made Cap^m&um his most frequent 
abode? — See Matt. iv. 13. 

82. How did the iiihabitaRts of this plac« 

regard him ? 
What is said of his teaching; ? 
'What power attended his instructions 1^ — Luke v. 17. 
What IS necessary to the success of the gesjiel at the 
jtfesenk dayl 

LESSON XX. 

Mark i. 16-20. 

Where did the occurrences named in the last lesson ake 

place \ 
into what place itt that cily did Christ eater 1 
What did he do there 1 
How were his instructions at first received ! 
What change took place in the feeKncs of the people 1 
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What occasioned this change 1 
MTiat would they have done T 
To what city did Jesus then got 

16, Who is intended by the pronoun " he** i& 

this verse ! — See ver. 14. 
Where was he walking ? 

•What account can you give of this seal — See Appendii 
Whom did Christ find, and how ocoapied t 

.7. How did Jesus address them? 
What is the import of ** Come after mey** &c. 1 
What is meant by "fishers of menl" 
Whose disciples had they been 1 

Was this Christ's first interview with them? — ^John i 
35-40. 

18. Did they obey Christ's call? . 
- Does not Christ call you also to follow him 1 

Simon and Andrew " forsook all" at Christ's command— « 
what may we leam from this as to our duty 1 

1 9. Whom did he afterward see ? 
How were they engaged ? 

What was their occupation % 

20. What then took place 

Why did Christ choose h^ disciples from among the poor 

and unlearned 1—1 Cor. i. 27, 28. 
What is said Matt. xix. 29 1 
What is its meaning T 
fs it not still the case that '* not many noble, not many 

mighty" become beUevets in Christ ? 
How do you account for this 1 

Luke v. I-ll. 

1. Where was Christ at this time, and how 

engaged ? 
What did they do ? 
By what other names was this lake ca(U^yYQooQl& 
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Why 90 called 1 — See Appendix. 

2. What did Christ see ? 

What kind of \essels were thescl— See Clwke, 
tn what situation were they 7 

3. How did he act? 

Why did he do thual — See vcr. 1. 

4 When he had ceafeed speaking to th« peo^ 
pie, what did he say to Simon Peter ! 

5. What answer ^as made 1 

What k the import of the word *• master 1** 

6. What was the reault ? 

Did the net really break, or was it only likely so Id do 1 
What does this miracle prove Christ. to bel 

7. To whom did they beckon ? 

Who are intended by this expression"!— Ver. 10. 

What followed ? 

What was Christ's design in working this miracle ! 

8. What was its effect on Peter I 

Is it probable that he understood the eharaeter of Christ ^ 
Wliat is the import of the exolaiaation, " Dcpaft from 

me," &c. ? 

9. 10- How did the fishermen regard thU 
miracle ? 

What re 'ply did Jesus make to Peter's request I 

r<» what is the preach ingr of the gospel sometimes com 

pared 1— Matt. xiii. 47'-50. 
Is this an evidence of Peter's call to the ministry? 

II. When ihey had brought their sliips to land^ 

what did they do ? 
Did these persons now attach themselves to Christ's pei 

son and ministry ? 
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Mark i. 21-28. 

21 Afler they bad left their ship8« into whal 

town did they enter ? 
When the sabbath day had come, what did Jo* 

sns do ? 

|Foi an account of the synagogue, &c., see Appendix.l 

23. How were the people affocted ? 
What peculiarly marked his instruction ? 
*At what were the people astonished 1 

[Ans. Probably at the clearness of his expositions, the 
spirituality of the law as stated by him, and the appli* 
nation of truUi to the conscieijce of each. — See Clarke 
on Matt. vii. 28, 29.] 

What do yon uoderstwd by the expression " he tanght a* 
one having authority"!" 

From whom must every true and feithful minister receive 
authority to instruct 1 

^'hat custbm of the Jewish scribes will throw light "Upou 
this passage 1 

[The scribes were much in the habit of appealing to thoh 
masters as authority for the correctness of their expla- 
nations ; but Christ puts Aside all human authority and 
asserts his own : hence his frequent mode of ezpraeaien, 
fitU 1 9ay lifUo you. — See Watson.] 

23 Who is mentioned as being iri the syna- 
gogue? 

What other evangelist names this incident t — Luke w. 
33, ^c. 

Whal is meant by the man's " having an unclean spirit r' 

Who " cried out,*' — the- mail, or the demon 1 

24. What did the d^mon or dbraons say ? 

For what purpose did Christ come Jnto the world T-"^ 

1 John in. 8. 
H ow is this to he done t 
VVIiat works may be ascribed to Satan ? [Ans. All i 

uer of wickedness.] u,g„zea by Google 
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What is the meaning of the phrase ** wb»t have wc to d« 

with thee T" — See ClarljLP. 
Wliat did they dread 1 
It Christ spol^n of in the Old Testament as the « Holy 

Oner^— Psa. xvi. 10; Dan. u. 24. 
Do devils believe in Godi — Jamas ii. 19. 
What evidence does the lesson afford that tliis waa a real 

possession, and not merely a disease 1 

25. How did Jesus show his power t 

Why, think you, did he command the demon to hold hia 
peace] 

26. Did the evil spirit obey t 

Are not evil spirits still subject to Christ T 
Then may not the believer in him ask in couHdence for 
strength to overcome his spiritual foes t 

27. Whal-etilWci had tkts miracle oa the people t 

What is the meaning of " amazed ?*' *" 

What questions did they put to each other t 
What is here the meaning of " doctrine 7" £Ans. Teach* 

28 What was the consequeace of thisoaiiracl^ T 

What is " fame !" . . 

In this lessen yoa see Obrkt casting out deviis bjr his 

wMd • what ought you to learn from this ^ 
If yoa firnMy trust in him, can any thing separate ^oq 

from him I^Hoax, viii.. 38^ 39. 
What cvidenoc have we in this lesson of the dtvmit^ o£ 

Christ.'! 
fFor a notice of demoniacal possessions, see Apperdu ] 

LESSOR XXI. 

Mark i. 2d-39. 

Where was the scene of the last Tesson 7 

Whom did Christ call to follow him T 

What miracle did he work for their encouragement I 

What remarkable promise did he make 1 
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Into what place did he enter on the sabbath ? 

What did he there do 1 

What astonishing miracle was wrought by him 1 

29. After leaving the synagogue, into whose 
house did they enter 1 

30. Who was sick in the family ? 

'Mliat other evangelists narrate this ciicuinctance 1 MstU 
viii. 14 ; Luke iv. 38. 

Who was informed of this ? 
What is daad io Luke iv. 38 ? 

31. What did Jesus then do ? 
What does Luke say in chap. iv. 39 ? 

What is Matthew's testimony 1 — Matt. viii. 16. 

What was the effect ? 

What evidence have we here of supernatural agency T 

32. What took place at sunset ? 
On what day was thisl — See ver. 21. 

At what time did the Jews begin their sabbath 1 — Lev. 

xxiii. 33. 
Is this the reason that they brought their sick after sunset '' 
Why did the people thus bring their sick friends t 

33. Were these doings public ? . 
What is the import of " all the city," &c.1 

34. What did Christ do for those that were 
thus brought to him ? 

We have here the evidence of Ghiist^s healing both natu* 
ral and preternatural maladies, — is he not equally •!»!• 
and willing to heal spiritual ones 1 

35. What did the Saviour do on the. following 
morning ? 

For what purpose did he rise thus early 1 
What does this aSao^ Christ to h^ve been 1 

36. Who sought him ? 

Who are intended by *♦ they that were with him 1** . 
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For what purpose did they seek him ? 

37. What did the disciples say to Christ ? 

38. What answer did Christ make ? 
Did they go? 

39. Through what province did he travel at 
this timel 

What doing ? 

Matt. iv. 23-25. 

23. Where does Matthew, in ver. 23, chap, iv, 
say Jesus went ? 

How was he employed ? 

How 18 it that Jesus was so readily permitted to teach in 

the synagogues T , . . i • 

Why is this called the gospel of the kingdom 7 

24. Whither did his fame spread ? 
Whom did they bring to him 1 
What did he do for them 1 

25. Who followed him 1 
Whence ? 

Where and what are those places ? 

What is the meaning of the word DecapolisT 

WhdX is the meaning of " beyond Jordan V* 

Luke v. 12-16. 

12. Who is here said to have come to Christ? 

Where was Christ at this time 1 [Probably at Chorazin, 

or Bethsaida. — Clarke. '\ 
V/hat di(Jl»the man do and say ? 
What is the leprosy 1— See Appendix. 
Is it infectious 1 

How does it affect the sufferer 1 
Was it deemed incurable in its worst forms, except by 

supernatural influence 1 — 2 Kin^ v. 7. 
TVKnt. nimilaritv exists between this disease and am 1 



What similarity exists between this dieeaae and i 
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Was the person afflicted -with this disease accounted tut" 
clean by the law 1 — See Lev. xiii. and xiv. 

As such, how was he to be treated 1 

Wha*. is meant by **if thou wilt, thou canst make ma 
clean 1" 

13. How did Jesus act? 
What was the effect ? 

What alone can cleanse from the " leprosy" of sm ' 

14. What did Christ charge the man? 
What is the meaning of " testimony** m this passage 1 
What may we learn from this instance of his zeal kft the 

honouring of the law 1 . > 

What had Moses prescribed as an offering in such cases 1 
Lev. xiv. 10, 21, 22. 

15. What report went abroad concerning 
Christ? 

What came to him ? 

For what purpose did they come ? 

Which is of more value, — the interest of the body or thai 

of the soul 1 
These people flocked to be healed of theu: ** infirmities,**— • 

what ought you to do 1 

16. What did Jesus afterward do? 

Was he in the habit of so doing?— Matt. xiv. 23 : Mark 

yi. 46. 
Is it not necessary that we should be frequent in prayer 7 
What is here to be understood by the word " wilderness^' 

LESSON XXIL 
Mark ii 1-12. 

'Where was the scene of the first part of the last le8«>D 

In whose house ? 

Who was sick 1 

What did Christ do for her 1 

How did the multitade act 1 r^^n}^ 
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After Christ Icsflt Capernaum to preach m other -citicawfaat 

took place 1 
To what place did our I^rd afterward retire 1 
For what purpose ? 

1. After having preached the gospel in other 
places to what city did Jesus return 1 

What tidings soon spread abroad ? 
In whose house was he 1 

2. What did the people immediately do OB 
hearing of this ? 

Were there many of them ? 

What did Jesus do ? 

What is meant by " about the doorl" [Ans. Some say 

in the porch ; others, in the court before the house.} 
What word did Jesus preach 1 — Matt. xiii. 19. 
Why is the gospel thus termed 1 [Because it treats of 

the kingdom of grace, and shows the way to the king 

dom of glory. — Watson.] 

3. Who was brought to him ? 
Wlwtt is the palsy 1 

\Vliom does Luke particularly mention as being piesent 1-* 
Luke V. 17. . 

4. What obstruction did they meet with in 
coming to Christ ? 

What did they then do ? 

How could they do this 1 

[In the East houses are generally made flat roofed, with 
•tairs running up on the outsiae, and sometimes on the 
inside also. Access might thus be readily gained to «hA 
housetop. The roof which was " uncovered" was not, 

I)robably, the roof of the principal building, but of a gal« 
ery or piazza, from which our Saviour was addressing th^ ■ 
multitude who were assembled in the court below.} 

5. When Jesus saw what they had dono, wkst 
did he say ? 

Why, think you, did Jerus speak thus 1 ^ , 

1 ugtzeabyCOOgle 



QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 85 

What is it to forgive sin ? 

Whoso province alone is it to forgive sm 1— See vcr. 7. 

On what condiliou will he forgive your sins 1 

6. Who are here said to have been sitting 
there ? 

How were they engaged? 

Of what character was their reasoning! — M»tt. ix. 4. 

7. What was the subject of their reafioning ? 
What is blasphemy 1 

At what did they take offence 1 
Does not Christ still forgive sini — Acts v. 31. 
Have not some men professed to pardon sin 1 
Do they not deceive 1 

8. 9. What did Jesus know ? 

How do you account for his bemg possessed of tli^« know- 
ledge 1 

What questions did he put to them ? 

What ought they to have learned from lliis exhibj ion of 

his omniscience 1 
What is omniscience? 
Is it not equally out of man's power to forgive sins, >nd to 

cure diseases by a word 1 
Are not both acts equally " easy" to the divine Being t 
[Note. The 9th verse is incorrectly pointed: it would 

read better if punctuated thus : — Whether is it ea 

to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiv 

the© ; &c. — Clarke.]' 

1 1 . What did he command the sick roan to di I 

WHiy did he do this 1— See ver. 10. 
Who is meant by " the Son of man 1" 

12. What was the effect on the man ? 
What does Luke say in chap. v. 25 7 

How were the people moved ? 

Was the miracle i)erformed in a public or private manna 

Sec ver. 2. 
How did they glorify Godi g,, eaby^ww^i^ 

1 
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What effect ought the recollection of this miracle to hara 
on as? 

1 3. After this where did Jesus go ! 
On what sea did Capernaum stand 1 
Who came to him ? 

What did he do for them ? 
Is not Jesas still our teacher T 
How does he now instruct 1 

14. As Jesus passed to or from the sea, whom 

did he behold ? 
AVhere was he sitting ? ■ 
What is that 1 
\^1mt office did he holdl 
From whom were the customs ot tares gathered ? Matt. 

X3di. 17. 

What did Jesus say to him ? 

Bv what other name is Levi called 1 — Matt. ix. 9. 

What did he become 1 

What work did he write 1 

LESSON XXIII. 

John v. 1-15, 

Where was the scene of the last lesson t 

Of what did it treat 1 

How was this man brought into Christ*s presence ' 

What did he say to the man 1 

"UTiat did the scribes do 1 

What evidence did Clirist then give of his divinity 1 

1 . After this what does John say there was f 

What feast was thisi 

[Clarke and Benson suppose, with apparent reaaon, Jm 
passover ; Wesley and Townsend think the pentecoat.] 

Did the Saviour attend it ? 

Wh.t re.«>n may be giv» fo, thi.1,.,,,,GoogIe 
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If he was so particular in observing the requirements of 
God's law, what may we reasonably infer as to «»«• duty 1 

2. What pool is here noticed ? 
What is the meaning of ** Bethescia V* 
Where was it situated ? 

What is a pool 1 [It here signifies a bath, or place to 

swim in.] 
%rhat is meant by "sheep market 1" [Probably sheep 

gate.] 

How many porches had this pool ? 

What were these porches 1 

[Note. Covered walks. The pool was probably a penta- 
gon, or five-sided, and the piazzas around it were de- 

. signed to shelter from the weather the multitude of 
diseased persons who were waiting for a cure by the ~ 
miraculous virtue of those waters. — JenningM' Jemsk 
Antiquities, as quDted by Home.] 

3. Who lay in tlie porches ? 
For what were they waiting ? 
Wlio are meant by " impotent folk I 
Who by the halt? 

Who by the withered 1 

What is meant by " the moving of the waters 1" 

4. What remarkable facts are stated in the 
fourth verse ? 

How would the multitude know when the angel descended 1 

What do you understand by his ** troubling the waters V* 

Can this be accounted for on natural pnnciplcs 1 

Is it implied that the healing was immediate 7 

Is not the whole a type of Christ ? 

Mliat is said of him in Zech. ziii. 1 1 

What is a type ? 

5. Of what person does John speak in ver. 5 ' 
Where did he lie ? 

What is meant by " hifirraity 1" 

Is it probable t'lc disease was deemed incurable by oidi 
nary means 1 

uigitizea by VJ*^7\^v iv^ 
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6. Who noticed the man ? 
What did the Lord ask him ? 
What is meant by being " made whole ?" 

Had Christ any doubt, think you, of the man's desire to bm 

healed ? 
*rhen why did he put this question 1 

7. What did the man answer ? 

May we not infer from this that the man was very poor, u 
well as lame ? 

May we not also reasonably suppose that the .mail's 
poverty and long illness had particularly interested -the 
compassionate Redeemer 1 , . . ^ 

8. What did Jesus bid him do ? 
Does it appear that the man hesitated? 

Had he not been incapable of such exertion for manj 

years 1 
Then why did Christ direct him to lo this 1 
By what means was he enabled to « b as reqqirietik V,' 
At what moment was this power communicated tq liiip .1 
Would divine aid have been given if the man had* not at- 
tempted to obey Christ's command 1 

9. What was the result of the man's faith and 
obedience ? 

When was he made whole ? 

On what day was this ? 

What evidence is here of a real miracle ? 

Is it not probable^ from the long time be had oeen thni 

diseased, that the case was ' well known 1 
Would not this fact render im^ioatiire altogether imprac ti- 

cable ? 
Mliy did the Ijortl command the man to carry his bed 1 
Is there not a close analogy between the healing of th i 

man's body and the healing of our spiritual maladies ? 
What ought sinners to do when God commands theia to 

repent and believe 7 

10. What did the Jews say t6, the restored 
man? 
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Why was it unlawful to do this on that day ? — Exod. xi 

8-11 ; Neh. xiii. 15; Jer. xvii. 21. 
Did the Almighty design that no work should be done on 

that day, or only that the ordinary business of the week 

should be laid aside, and the day set apart to his service ? 
>e8 not Christ allow of w orks of " necessity and mercy" 

being performed on that day 1 — Matt. xii. 1-12. 

11. How did the man apply to those who cen- 
sured him ? 

What appears to have been the man's conclusion respect- 
ing the propriety of the command 1 
Do 31 ou think he reasoned correctly^ 

12. What question did the Jews then put to 
him? 

13. Did the man know who it was that had 
healed him ? 

What is the meaning of " wist not 1" 
What had become of Christ ? 
What do you understand by that 1 

14. Where did Christ afterward meet with the 
man ? 

On what day was this 1 [Probably the same — the sabbath.] 
Is it not likely that the man had gone there to praise God 

for the mercy he had received 1 
Ought not a sense of the benefits conferred on us lead us 

to similar conduct ? 

What did Christ say to the man ? 
What may we infer from this as to the cause of the man's 
' illness 1 
Vhat does Christ mean by saying, "Take heed lest a 

worge thing come unto thee 1" 
Does not a course of wickedness persisted in destroy both 

soul and bodyl — Prov. xi. 19. 
What evidence did Christ herein give the man of the cha* 

racter of Him who had cured him 1 

* 5. What did the man then do ? pooolr> 
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/ 
Bid not the man expect that these Jews would liaTc ^ 

honoured Christ for this act ? 
Is it not our duty to tell of the goodness of Grod to us! 



LESSON XXIV. 

John v. 16-29. 

Wliat was the principal subject of the last lesson ! 
Where did it take place \ 

What singular command did Christ give the man t 
What did the Jews say when they saw this 1 
How did he meet the objection \ 

When he knew who it was that had healed him, what did 
he do] 

16. How did the Jews treat Jesus in conse- 
quence ? 

What is it to persecute 1 
What to slay ? 

Of what was their conduct an evidence ? 
Why did they seek to slay him \ — Ezod. xxxy. 2. 
Who are meant by "the Jews?* [Ans. The Jewuli 
rulers. — Compare verse 33 with chap. i. 19.] 

17. How did Jesus defend himself? 
Whom did he mean by " my Father 1" 
What is the meaning of "hitherto V' 
Who formed the world 1 — Gen. i. 1 . 

By what power are the world and its inhabitants continueil 

in existence 1 
Is it not in this sense, in part, that God may be sai i stiil 

to "worki" 
What is implied in what Christ says of himself 1 

1 8. What effect had this on the rulers ? 
What is meant by " they sought the more 1" 
Why did they seek this the more earnestly 1 
What proof have we here of Christ^s divinity 7 

19. What did Jesus reply ? 
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What 18 meant by " the Son can do nothing of himself 1* 
Can any created being perform the acta that belong essen- 

tially to God 1 
Are we not here taught that the Son docs tlie same work 1 
Are we not further taught that as the Son does nothing 

without the Father, neither does the Father without the 

Son? 
llicn what does this show the Father and the Son to be ! 

20. What is here said of the Father ? 

What would be the effect of these " greater 

works ?" 
What, probably, is the import of " the Father loveth the 

What is meant by " showeth him all things," &c. 1 
He will show him " greater works" than what 1 

21. What works are here ascribed to the 
Father? 

What is it to " quicken V* 

What does the Son do ? 

What is meant by " even sol** 

Can vou name any persons who have been thus raised 1-— 

1 Kings xvii. 22 ; 2 Kings iv. 32-36. 
Did Jesus ever quicken any dead body while he was on 

earth 1 
How does he " quicken" the spiritually dead 1 

22. To whom is the judgment of the world 
committed ? 

In what sense does "the Father judge no man 1" 

To what does the "judging" refer 1 

How does this "judgment" being committed to the Sot 

substantiate the doctrine of Christ's divinity 1 
Ii it probable that these are the "greater works" to 

which Christ alluded in ver. 20 1 

23. For what reason is this judgment commit 
ted to the Son ? 

How ought men to honour the Son ? 

What is the iroprt o1 " even asl" gtzea by Google 
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Why ought men to i* honour the Son?' 
If they do not yield love and obedience to him to what 
will they expose themselves 1 

24. What does Jesus promise to those who 
hear him ? 

What is to be uriderstood by ** hcaruig V* 
What is meant by Christ's wonl 1 
On whom were they to believe 1 

In what respect may such be said to have '^ everUstinf 
lifel" 

From what shall they be delivered ? 

What is condemnation 1 

What is the cause of condemnation 1 

In what respect is the faithful believer no longer subject 

to condemnation 1 
What is meant by " passed from death unto life 1" 

25. What declaration is here made 9 

What is meant by " the hour is coming, and now is P* 

[Ana. Is at hand.] 

Does Christ here speak of the naturally or the spiritually 
dead, or both 1 

What is said of such as here ? 
What is meant by V the voice," and why is it called tha 
" voice of the Son of God 1" 

26. Who hath life in himself? 

What is the import of this phrase? — Psa. xxxvi. 9 
Ixvi. 9. 

What had the Son ? 

For what purpose had the Son this life 1 

27. What else had the Father given to the 
Son? 

Why had God given him this authority T 
What is authority 1 

What is meant by executing judgment ? 
How is his being the Son of maii a reason why he vkoHid 
be appointed judge? — Phil, ii 7-10; Heb. ii. 8, 9. 
1 
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28, 29. What did Jesus inform them was 

coming 1 
To whfl^does he here refer 1 
Who are meant by those that are in their graves 1 
Can the dead hear 1 
Will the same body be raised as was mterred 1 — 1 Cor. 

XT. 44. 
What distinction is made in the character of the state • 

which men will then be raised ? 
What will determine their future state 1 
Will the state be unalterably fixed t— Matt. xxv. 46. 

LESSON XXV. 

John v. 30-47. 

^^at was the subject of the last lesson ? 

What imp<»rtant doctrine is therein taught respectmg tbe 

Father and the Son 1 
With what peculiar power was the Son said to be invested 1 

30. On what principle will tha;t judgment be 
conducted ? 

What is the import of " I can, of mine own self, do no- 
thing 1" 

What 18 meant by "as I hear*!" 

Will Christ need the testimony of any that he may fcnn 
a correct judgment T — John ii. 25. 

Why, then, is it said, " As I hear I judge V* 

What will Christ seek to do ? 

tn consequence of this what will his decision be '» 

Why so? 

31. What assertion is made in this verse ? 
What is it to bear witness 1 

Is a man*s testimony of himself necessarily false 1 

What, then, is the import of the passage 1 

fAns. ** In law, a man's testimony of himself is not eri* 
d«nne, and is therefore not admitted. This seiuse of 
the woid often occurs in this g<wpol-**ljo ^^^^^.,„ 
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What did Jesus claim to be 1 

32. Had Christ other testimony than his.4nr^ ? 
To whom does Christ herein refer 1 »«<" 
[Ana. Mr. Wesley and Dr. Clarke think, to God the 

Fa Jier ; others are of opinion he alludes to John the 

Baptist.] 
What had John testified of Christ 1— John iii. 34-36. 
When did the Father bear witness to him ?*— Matt, iii . 7. 

33. To what did John bear witness ? 
When 1— John i. 19-27. 

34. What did Christ say in reference to this 
testimony ? 

Why did he not need it ? — See ver. 36. 

What object had he in making known these 

truths ? 
What deliverance had he in view 1 

35. What praise did he bestow on John 1 
Why did he say he was 1 [Ans. John was now cast into 

prison, and thus his light extinguished.] 

From what is this figure borrowed 1 

In what respect was ho a " burning lamp 1" — See Benson 
or Wesley. 

What is it to shine 1 

[Note. Burning may refer to the zeal with which Johii 
executed his message ; and shining may refer to the 
clearness of the testimony which he bore coneecning 
Christ. He who wishes to save sonla must both b*ini 
and shine. — darke.l 

How did the Jews feel toward him for a timo ' 

What is here implied 1 

What is meant by " a season 1" 

36. What does Jesus say that he had ? 
What is meant by " greater witness V 

What was the testimony to which he referred * 
What work had he come into the world to accomplish T 

37. By whom was Christ sent ? 
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Of whfct had he borne witness t — ^Matt. iii. 16, 17. 
Had these Jews either heard or seen God ? 
Has any man seen God ? — John i. 18. 

38. What had they not ? ' i 
What prevented their having it ? 

What is the word of God ? 
What is it to " abide ?" 

How may we secure the abiding of God's word with us t 
Psa. cxix. 11. 

39. What did Christ direct them to do ? 
To what Scriptures did our Saviour allude 1 
What is it to ** search 1" 

Does it not imply more than mere casual reading of themi 

1 Pet. i. 10, 11 ; James i. 25. 
Is it not our duty also thus to do 7 
What praise is given the Bereans in Acts xvii. Ill 

What are we assured we have in the Bible ? 
What do you understand by this 1 

Of whom do the Scriptures testify ? 
What is here the sense of testify 1 

40. What does Jesus then say to the Jews ^ 
What kind of life is meant 1 

Who is the author of this life 1 
What is meant by their not coming to him ? 
Why are sinners unwilling to come to Christ 1 
If men are lost is it not their own fault t 

41. From whom does Christ not receive 
honour ? 

What does this imply ? 

42. What did he know of the Jews ? 

By what motives did the Jews profess to be influenced Jn 

their opposition to Christ 1 
If they were indeed thus actuated, would they not hmv« 

the approbation (or love) of God in their hearts 7 

43. In whose name had he come ? 
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What is meant by his coming in his Father's name * 
Did they acknowledge him ? 
Whom would they receive ? 

44. Of whom did they seek honour ? 
What honour ought they to have sought ? 
What did their conduct in this respect hinder 
What is to be understood by their '* receiving honour on% 

of another 1" 
How did this prevent their believing on him 1 
Will not the love of any thmg or creature more than God 

have a like effect 1 
What is meant by the honour which cometh from Godi 
What is said of the favour of God in Psa. xxx. 6 1 

45. What does our Saviour here say to them ' 
Who does accuse them ? 

Of what does Moses accuse them 1 

What is th* import of this verse 1 

[Note. " Our Lord here cautions them against supposing 
that he only would accuse them to the Father tor their 
infidelity ; for as Moses had written of him, an4 they 
refused to believe on him, even Moses would accuse 
them as guilty of disbelieving his writings.*'] 

46. Had they really believed Moses, what 
would have been the consequence ^ 

Is not the argument irresistible 7 

47. What does he say in conclusion ? 

Was there any necessitating cause to prevent thci 

believing 1 
What is the sense of the latter clause o' this verse ? 



LESSON XXVI. 

Where did the events 'naxiated in the last lesion tak* 

W place? 
ith what serious crime did the Jews charge Christ t 
How did he clear himself from it ! 
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On what grownd eiidl he justify hiniMlf 1 

Whom cIkI he assert himself to be ? 

To what did hejip|>6al in suppoirt of hrs ctkimst 

Luke vi. 1. 

I. What circumstance is* here narrated? 

When was this ? 

What time is meant by " the second sabbath after the first V 

[Note. On the 14th- of the month Nisan the paschal lamb 
was killed ; the l&th of the same month was the first 
day of the feast of unleavened bread, and was com- 
manded to be kept as a sabhathj no servile work being 
allowed on that day. 0\\ the 16th, a ripe sheaf of 
barley was offered as the first fruits of the harvest, and 
teven fttU weeks from this <ky brought the pentecost. 
The sabbatlvin the first of these seven weeks is supposed 
to be the one here spoken of; and it might be called 
the " second-first sabbath," because it was the first ordi- 
nary sabbath of the seven between the feasts of the 
passover and pentecost, but the second sabbath in re- 
gard to ihe €xtriu>rdinary one of the 15th of Nistn.] 

What did his disciples do ? 

What is here meant by com 1 [Ans. Probsibly barUy.] 

Why did they pluck this grain*' — ^Matt. xii. 1. 

Where was Christ at this time 1 [ Ai». •Probably passing 
through Galilee.] 

Had they any right to take this com 1 — Deut. zxiii. 25. 

Matt xii: 2-8. 

2 Who noticed thid act' of the disciples 1 
Who were they 1 — Setf Appendix. 
What complaint did Aey make to Christ? 
3^ 4. How did he justify his disciples ? 
IVTiere is the account recorded ?— 1 Sam. xxi. 1-6. 
[nto what house did David enter ? 
What did he there do ? n ] 
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What building is meant by " the bonae of Godl" 

Where was the tabernacle at this time 1^-1 Sam. xxi. 1. 

Can yoa describe the place t — See Appendix. 

What bread is meant by the " show-bread 1" — See Ley. 
xxiv. 5-9. 

Who is said in Mark ii. 26 to have been high priest at this 
timel ^ 

How dc you reconcile this with the account in 1 Saia. 
xxi. 1 1 

[Note. Abiatharwasnot [might not have been] hi^ priest 
at that tiitte ; but the expression ^ay easily signify in 
the days of AHathar, who was afterward high priest. 
Or, probably, both Ahimelech and Abiathar might offici- 
ate in the high priesthood, and the name of the office bo 
indifferently applied to either. — Horne.] 

5. What other question does the Saviour put 
to the Pharisees ? 

To what is the question equivalent 1 

What is here meant by " profttning the sabbath 1" 

Djd the divine law enjoin this ? — Num. xxviii. 9. 

6. What does Christ declare himself to be ? 
What is the import of this 1 

[Note. The Jews esteemed nothing greater than the tem- 
ple, except that God who was worshipped in it-^ 
Clarke. If therefore the sabbath must give way to the 
temple, much more must it give way to Cmist. — WesUy.] 

7. Of what does Jesus accuse them ? 

Wkere is the substance of this declaration recorded ?— 

Hos. vi. 6. 
What does it imply 1 

1 f they had rightly understood and obeyed the 
divine law, what would they not have donel 

Whom does Chnst mean by ** the guiltless T** 

Of what were the disciples guiltless ? 

For whose benefit wa9 the sabbath appointed 7 — ^Maik it 
27. 
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Will this expression justify any one in using the day for 

common purposes i 
How ought it to be observed ? 

8. What important declaration does Christ 
then make 1 

Mliat does this imply 1 

, LESSON, XXVII. 

Matt* xii. 9-21. 

With wh&t crime were Christ's disciples charged in the 

last lesson 1 
Were they really guilty of profsmmg the sabbath 1 
How did Christ vindicate them 1 
What did he declare the Jews to be ignorant of ? 
Why should we be merciful 1 

9. After having justified his disciples in the 
transaction noticed, above, what did Jesus 
do? 

Into what place did he enter ? — See Markiii. 1. 
[For an account of the synagogue worship, &c., see Ap- 
pendix.] '^ 
At what time was thi* ? — Lidce vi. d. 
Ui what capacity did he enter the synagogue T-^Luke vi. 6. 

10. Who is particularly named as being 
present ? 

Wha' question did they put to Jesus ? 

What motive influenced them to put thi^ 

question ? 
What is meant by his hand being " withered V* 
Which hand or arm was this 1 — }«uke vi. 6. 
How did the scribes and Pharisees act 1-*Luke vi. 7. 
What is the liill import of the expression t 
What did they wish to see 1 

What does Luke say that Jesus knew t — ^Luke n. 8. 
What did he direct the Kmu w uo \ 
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Did the man comply 1 

Is it not likely that they expected he would heal the man 1 
What question did Jesus ask of them 1 — Luke vi. 9. 
What, probably, is the import of this question 1 
II these Pharisees had succeeded in their design of findinff 
an accusation against Jesus, to what punishment would 
he have been exposed 1 — Ezod. xxxi. 14, 15. 
Why, suppose you, did they not answer ? 

11. What question does Jesus put to them? 

What is the direction of the- law in this case! — ^Deut. 
xxii. 4. 

12. What does he say in th6 first clause of 
this verse ? 

M'Tiat does that imply ? 

What inference is then drawn ? 

How did the Saviour then regard them, according to Mark 

iii. 6 1 
What do you understand by this anger 1 
At what was he indignant 1 
What more tender emotion was mixed with his indigna 

tion 1 
What caused this grief 1 

13. What command did Christ then give to 
the paralytic ? 

Did he comply ? 

What was the consequence ? 

Is it probable that the man*s arm would have been ** re- 
stored whole" if he had not obeyed Christ's directi< n 1 

How do you account for the fact that the man 9treuke4 
forth a limb that had been utterly useless 1 

When was that power communicated 1 

Of what may this be regtided as an illustration 1 

14. Who then went out? 

What effect had this exhibition of Christ** goodness and 
power on them!— Luke vi. U. 
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What did they do ? — Co^ipare Luke vi. 1 1 with Mark iii 

6, and Matt. xii. U. . . ' 

Who were the Herodians ! 
WTmi, effect ought this aceouiU to have on ns 1 

15, When Jesus knew this what did he do ? 
Whither did he go t — Mark iii. 7. 

What tea. is mtant 7' 

Is it not sometimes a matter of duty to withdraw iron 
persecution 1 

Who followed him ? 

Whence did these people come 1 — Mark iii. 7, 8. 
What direction did he give to his disciples 1— Mark iii. 9. 
What cause is given for so many pressing on him 1 

What did he do for them ? 

Who are particularly mentioned by Mark (chap. iii. 11) 

as being subject to him 1 
Whom did, they declare him to be ? 

16. What charge did Jesus give them ? 

J 7. Why was this done ? 
Who is meant by Esaias 1 

18. What had Isaiah said? 
Why is Christ called a " servant 1"— Phil. ii. 7, 8. 
What may we learn from the humiliation of Christ t 
What is here meant by "show judgment 1" [Am, 
Proclaim the gospel. — Wesley and Clarke.] 

'.9, 20. What should he not do ? 
"U'hat is implied in this 1 

(Note He shall not foe contentious^ noisy, or ostents- 
tious. — Wesley.} 

What is said in the 20lh verse ? 

01 what is the "reed" an emblem '1 
From what is the figure of the " smoking flax" borrowed 1 
What do these images denote ! 
What is implied in the declaration that Christ would 
" break'* the one or " quench" the other 1 

* iJiniti7en ttv v^JVJ 
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21. What is here said of the Gentiles ? 

What is meant by " name 1" 

S\Tiat is it to " trust V 

What benefit flows from thus trustmg in Christ t — ^Act« 

xvi. 31. 
Is there any other way of salvation? — Mark xvi. »6 

Acts iv. 12. 
(s there redemption in Christ for all 1—9 Pst. iii. •. 
Are y&u saved ^ 
1 
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•BOORAPfliCAL NOTICE OV VLAOUBt RXVSftABD TO^ Ift* 
THIS TOLUMB, CHtcrLT TAKBN fHOM BfMUfB. 

Prooineu, 

In the timeof JesuaCIirist the Moljr Land was.divided 
into five separate provinces, viz., Galilee, Samaria-, Judea, 
Perea, and Idumea. 

L Gauuce. — ^This portion of the Holy Land is very 
frequently mentioned in the New Testament : its limits 
aeem to have varied at different times. It qomprisod the 
country^formerly occupied by the tribes oi Issachar, Naph- 
tali, and Asher, and by part of the tribe of Dan ; and is 
divided hy Josepliim into Upper and Lower Gali&e, 

Upper GatUe€ abounded in mountains; and from its 
vicinity to the cities of Tyre and Sidon, it is called the 
coasts of Tyre and^idon. Mark vii. 31. The priAcipaJ 
cKy in this region was Cesarea Phitippi, through which 
the main road lay to Damoscuef Tyte^ and SidoB. 

Lower Gd/Ufie was situated in a rich and fertiie plain, 
between the Medlterrailean Sea and the Lakeof Geoneea* 
leth :• according to Joeepbus, this district was very popn. 
•cos, containiug upward of two hundred cities and towna 
The principal cities of Lower Galileo mentianed in the 
New Testament, are Tilrerias, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Nazsk 
reth, Cana, Capemaumi Nain, Cesarea of PalestiBe, and 
Ftolemaia. 

GaliUe of tke Natiomt^ or^ of the GentUee^ mentioned 
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in Isa. iz. 1, and Matt. iv. 15, is by some commentatori 
supposed to be Upper Galilee, either because it bordered 
on Tjrre and Sidon, or because the PhenicianS, S3Tiana, 
Arabs, &c., were to be found among its inhabitantau 
Others, however, with better reason, suppose that tlie 
vthaU of Galilee is intended, and is so called because 't 
lay adyaceat to idolatrous nations. 

II. Samaru. — ^The division of the Holy Land thus dens 
minated derives its name from the city of Samaria, and 
comprises the tract of country which Mras originally occupi- 
ed by the two tribes of Ephraim and-Manasseh within [or 
west of] Jordan, lying exactly m ^s mid(Se between 
Judca and Galilee : so that it was absoltttely necessary fot 
persons who were desirens of gmng expeditiously from 
Galifee to Jerusalem, to pass through this eotfutry. This 
sufficiently explains the remark of St. John, chap. iv. 4i 
The three chief places of this distriec, noticed in the Serip>. 
tures, are Samaria, Shechem or Sychar, and AntipatriS. 

III.' JtmBA.--^f the ▼arions districts into which Pales, 
tine was divided Judes w« the most distingoisbed. It 
comprised the territories which had fmnerly belonged to 
the tribes of Benjamin, Sinae<tti,«»d to part of the tribe of 
Dan ; h&ng nearly ooesKtensive with the ancient kingdom 
ofJudak Its metropolis was Jerusalem. 

IV. PfeitCA« — This name does not occur iA Scnpisre 
It is s Greek word, and signifies ieyond, sod wss an^Hsd 
to the country beyond or east of Jordan. The district cf 
Peres comprised the six csmons of Abitene, Traohomtis, 
Itores, Osulonitii, Batanea, snd Perea, strictly so called, 
fo which some geograpbeiB have added Decapolis. 

I. Abikitt wss the most noirthem of these provineesi 
being situated between the mountains of Libwins snd 
Anti*Libsiius, and deriving its name tnm Abila, or Abels. 
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It IB BoppoBed to hBve been withm the tribe of Naphtali, 
sMioiigrhit WflB never sabdued by them. 

9. T^aefumiiisj Luke iii. 1, was bounded by the Desert 
of Arabia on the east, Batanea on the west, Iturea<^ the 
•Ottth, and the country of Damasous- on the north. It 
Abounded with roc^s, which afforded shelter to numerouf 
robbers. 

3. ktgrea anciently belonged to the half tribe of Manas 
seh which settled on the east of Jordan-: it stood to the 
east of Batanea, and fo the south of Trachonitts. Of these 
two cantons Philip the son- of Herod the Greet was tetrafch 
at the time, thi&t John the Baptist commented his 
ministry. Luke iii. 1. It derives its name from Jetnr the 
son of Ishmael, 1 Chron. i. 31, and was also called Aunu 
nitis, from the city Hauranr. Ezek. xlvii. 16, IB. This 
region [still] exhibits vestigfes -of its fonner fertility, and 
is most beautifiiHy wooded and picturesque. 

4 and 5. Gtadtmiit and Battaua are not mentioned 
in the New Testament 

6. Fereoy in its restricted sense, includes the southern 
part of the country beyond Jordan, lying south of Iturea, 
east of Judea and Samaria ; and was anciently possessed 
by the two tribes of Reuben and Gad. Its principal place 
was the strong fonress of i\iacheru8. This fortress, though 
not specified by name in the New Testament, is memo* 
rable as the plaee where John the -Baptist waa put to 
tfeath. Matt. xiv. 3^3. 

7. The cantotf €^ Dgeapolit, Matt. iv. 25, Mark v. ^t 
▼i^.- 31,- which derive its name from the ten cities -it 
contained, deea -signifyhig ttn, and p^U^i eity, is ce». 
sidered by Rcland and otfeer eminent authotities as 
part of the region of Perea. Concerning its limiia, and 
the names of its ten cities, geogrephefi! jy^^^^ltmuiB 



106 QUESTIONS 03f THS OOSPSIiS- 

Sfreed; but, aecording to Joeephns, (whose iaiiiiiftte 
knowledge of the eountry const- tutes him «n unexceptioi^ 
able aathority,) U contained the cities of Damascus, 
Otopas, Philadelphia, Raphsna, Scythopolis, ^tha capita) 
of tlio district,) Gadsra, Hippoe, Dios, Pclla, and Geraaa. 

V. Idvmea^ — ^This piovinoe waa added by the Romany 
on their conquest of Palestine. It comprised the extrems 
southwn part of Judea, toffetlisr with some small part of 
Arabia. 

At present Palestine does not fonn a distinct coimtty 
The Turks include it in Syria, and have divided it into go 
vemments csUed pachaliks. ^ That of Acre eJUands from 
Djebail nearly to Jaffa; that of GaxacAmprAhends Jaffa and 
all the actjacem plains ; and these two bemg uuw united, 
all the coast is under the jurisdiction of the pacha of Acre. 
Jerusalem, Hebron, Nablous, Tiberias, and, in (act, ths 
greater part of Psiestins, sre included in the pachalik oi 
Damascus, now held in -conjunction with that of Aleppo 
which renders the present pacha, in effect, the viceroi 
of Syria." 



CitieM and Town*. 

BETHABARA, 

The place of ihe ford or passage, i. s., of the Jordan. I 
is mentioned John i. 28, where the best manusenpts, Uift 
Valgate, Saxon, and both the Syriac versions, read Beiha 
nia. The reading Bethabara aeems to have arisen frua 
the mere conjecture of Origan, wiw, in traveUing through 
that region, found no such place as Bethania, but saw i 
town called Bethabars,snd therefore changed thccommoi 
raadinff. 

1 ugtzea by Google 
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BETHAiry, 

A illage on the eastern side of Jordan, where John bap. 
. ti3J<i, John i. 28. Its exact position is not known. Se^ 
Bcthabara. 

BETHLEHEM, 

N >w called Beit Lahhm, was a city about six miles south, 
west from Jerusalem : it was formerly called Ephrath or 
Ephratahf Gen. xxxv. 19 ; Mic. v.*^. It was a city in the 
time of Bbaz, Ruth iii. 11. In Matt^ii. 1 it is called 
Bethlehem of Judea, to distinguish it from another town 
o'* the same name in the tribe of Zebuloo, Josh, xix. 15. 
In Luke ii. 4 it is called the city of David, because David 
was bom and educated there, compare John vii. 42 with 
1 Sam. xvi. 1, 18. This city, tliough not considerable for 
its extent or riches, is of great dignity as the appointed 
birthplace of the Messiah, Matt. ii. 6 ; Luke ii. 6-15 : it 
is pleasantly situated on the brow of an eminence, in a 
very fertile soil, which only needs cultivation to render it 
what the name Bethlehem imports — the house of bread. 
Between the clefts of tlie rock, when the soil is cultivated, 
vines, figs, and olives appear to grow in great luxuriance. 
Bethlehem is said to contain from a thousand to fifteen 
hundred inhabitants, who are almost wholly Christians, and 
are a bold, fierce race of men, of whom both Turks and 
, Arabs stand in awe. On the north-eastern side of it is a 
deep valley, where tradition says that the angels appeared 
to the shepherds when they announced the glad tidings of 
our Saviour's birth. Lake ii. 8-14 : and in this valley Dr. 
£. Clarke halted at the identical fountain for whose delicioua 
water David longed, 2 Sam. xxiii. 15--18. Of the variow 
pretended boly places which are iMmi^pifi^^^QIm^iniiii 
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the cave of the nativity is the only spot verified by tradition 
from the earliest ages of Christianity. Between one and 
two miles fromtfiis place, on the road to Jerusalem, isaspot 
said to be the site of Rachel's tomb, Gen. xxxv. 19, 20, 
which is now covered by a small square Mohanrniedao 
building, surmounted by a dome, and resembling in itscx 
terior the tombs of saints and sheiks in Arabia and Egypt 

BETHSAIDA, 

A city beyond Jordan, on the coast of the sea of Tiberias, 
near the place wliere the river enters that sea. It was ori- 
-gmally a village, and was enlarged into a city and beauti. 
fied by Philip the tetrarch, who called it Julia, in honoui 
of the emperor*s daughter. It was the residence [probably 
the birthplace] of the apostles, Philip, Andrew, and Peter, 
John i. 44. At present ft exists in little more than the 
name. 

[Mr. Watson supposes that the reason why John says 
Philip belonged to Bethsaida of Galilee, John zii. 21, is, 
that this place had formerly belonged to the government 
of Galilee, and was sull popularly so designated.] 

A an^U town of Galilee, in the tribe of Zebulon, about mx 
and a half miles aorth or aorth.east of Nazareth. It Ji 
8t il a luat, though poor village. 

CAPERNAiaf, 

A towti of Galilee, situated on the coast of tBe lake of 
Genneearethf on the bordevs of the tract occupiod by the 
Iribea of Zebulon and NaphtaU. This place is eelebrated 
for tlieinanyratghty workadone and diaoouneadeiiYered by 
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our Saviour, which brought a heavy wo upon the inhabit- 
ants for their infidelity, Matt. xi. 33. In the vicinity of 
this town or city our Lord delivered his admirabk aermon ; 
■nd near it^ako, was the oustomhauae at which Matthcw.the 
pubhcaa was sitting when Jesus called him to the apostle- 
■hip, Mark. ii. 14. Here the Jews had a synagogue, Mark 
i. 33, Luke iv. 33^ as the Christians afterward had • 
church. Mr. Buokingham in 1817 found various remains 
•f some ancient settlement in its vicinity; but in 1833 
scarcely a relic remained to attest its former existence. 
Recent travellers describe the appearance of the lake of 
Gennesareth from Capernaum as singularly grand uid 
impressive. 

HEBRON, 

Anciently called Arba, and Kitjath-Ajrha, was situated on 
an eminence, twenty miles south of J^nisalem, and twenty 
miles north ofBeersheba. Abraham,jSaT^, Isaac, Rebecca, 
Jacob, and Leah, wer^ buHed near Hebron, in the cave of 
Machpelah, Gen. zxiii. 17-19 ; xxy. 9 10 ; xHx. 39-4ai 
1. 13, IS. Near this place was the oak or turpentine tree 
under which Abraham entertained three, angels, G<en. 
zviii. 1. Hebron was allotted to J^dah. It was app<Mnt«d fot 
a dwelling of the {Hriests, and a city of refuge. David^ 
ftfior the death of Baul, settled the seat of his kingdom 
kerc^ At Hebron Absalom began his rebeUion. Here 
Zacharias and Elizabeth resided, and John the Bapicist 
was bom. It is described in 1833 as bi»ng ^ large town, 
with a T^uicish mosque erected over the supposed burial 
place of the patriarchs. Ii contains from a thonoand ta 
twelve hundred inhabitants^ and has some manofactorai 
ofglass. 
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JERUSALi;M, 

)s frequently styled in the Scriptures the Holy City, Im 
zlviii. 2, Dan. ix. 34, Matt. ir. 5, because ** the Lord chose 
k out. of oil the uribes of Israel to place his name there,^ 
bb temple and his worship, Deut. xii. 5 ; and to be the 
eentrti of union in religion add goyemmen for all the cribM 
ef the commonwealth of Israel.' Being simated on the 
eonfines of the two tribes of Judoh and Benjamin, Jerusa- 
lem sometimes fonned a part of the one and soraetiraes of 
the other ; but, after Jehovah hod appointed it to be the 
place of his habitation and temple, it was considered, the 
metropolis of the Jewish nation, and the common properif 
of the children of Israel. On this account it' was that the 
houses were not let, and all strangers of the Jewish nation 
had the liberQr of lodging there gratis, by right of faospita. 
lity. To this custom our Lord probably alludes in Matt. 
xxVi..l8, and the parallel passages. 

The name of the whole mountain, on the seyeral hills 
and bellows of which the city stood, was called Moriah, or 
ptfum, because it was high land, and could be seen afar 
off, especially from the south, Gren. xxii. SM ; but aftec 
ward that name was appropriated to the most elevated part 
an which the temple was erected, and where Jehovah ap. 
peared to David, 3 Chron. iii. 1« This mountain was a 
rocky lime atone falU, steep of ascent on every aide except 
the north* and is surrosnded on the other sides by a groiqi 
of hilts in the form of an amphitheatre, Psa. cxxv. 9, which 
situation rendered it secure from the earthquakes that 
appear to have been frequent in the 'Holy Land, Psa. xlvi 
9, 3, and have furnished the prophets with many elegant 
Elusions. On the east stands the Mount of Olives, front 
ing the temple, of which it commanded a noble prospect 
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Matt xxxv. 2, 3, Luke xix. 37-41, as it does to this day 
of the whole city over Whose streets and waUs the eye 
roves as if in the survey of a model. This mountain, 
whfoh is frequently noticed in. the evangelical history, 
stretches from north to south, and is about a mi^e 
in length. The olive is still (bund growing in patches 
at its foot • Its summit commands a view as far as 
the Dead Sea ,and the mountains beyond Jordan. On 
the descent of this mountain our Saviour stood 
when he beheld the city and wept over it, Luke xix 
41-44. 

On the south side stood the>Mount of Corruption, where 
Solomon, in his decEning years, built temples to Moloch, 
Chemosh, and Ashtoroth, 1 Kings xi. 7 ; 3 Kings xxiii. 
13 ; it was separated from the city by the narrow valley of 
Hinnom, where the Israelites burned their children in the 
fire to Moloch, thence called Tophet, and made the 
emblem of heH, Matt v. 23 ; Mark ix. 43. 

Toward the north, according to Eusebius and Jerome, 
and without the walls of the city, agreeably to the law of 
Moses, Lev. iv., lay Calvary or Golgotha, that is, the place 
of a skull, Matt xxvii. 33, so called, according to some, 
from its fancied resemblance to a skull, but more probably 
because criminals were executed there. Calvary, which 
DQw groans beneath the weight of monastic piles, was 
lirobably open ground, cultivated for gardens, John xix. 41, 
at the time when He, •* who suffered without the gate,** 
Heo. xii. 12, there " poured out his soul unto death.** 

The southern quarter, originally the " city of David,** 
built on Mount Zion, Josephus calls the upper city ; and 
the house of Millo was what he calls the upper market. 

We have no particulara concerning the nature of the for 
tifications of Jerusalem previously to the time of Nehemiah ; 
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though 6uch there undoubtedly must have been, front the 
importance and sanctity of the city. After the return of 
the Jews from the Babylonish captivity, they rebuilt Jem 
salem, and in the account of the rebuilding of the wal}a 
ten gates are enumerated, viz., three on the south, four on 
the east, and three on the western side of the wall. . 
was near to one of these gates on the south side, that toe 
pool of Bethesda, John v., was situated. 

According to Josephus the circumference o{ Jerusalem, 
previous to its siege and destruction by the Romans, was 
thirty.three furlongs, or nearly four and a half miles. A 
late traveller (Mr. JoUiffe) states that the circumference of 
the city cannot at present exceed three miles. 

During the time of Jesus Christ Jerusalem was adorned 
with mmierous edifices, both sacred and civil. But its 
chief gloty was the temple, wliich magnificent structure 
occupied tlie northern and lower top of Sion, as we learn 
from the Psalmist, " Beautiful for situation, the joy (or 
delight) of the whole earth, is Mount Sion. On her north 
8i(^e is the city of the great King,** Psa. xlviii. 2. This 
city was captured four times without being destroyed, but 
was entirely destroyed by Nebuchadneszar, and again by 
Titus.' 

The modem city of Jerusalem contains within its walls 
■everal ^f the hills on which the ancient city stood, but 
they axe only perceptible by the ascent and descent of *Jm 
streets. When seen from the Mount of Olives, on the 
other side of the Valley of Jehosbaphat, it presents an in- 
dined p.ane, descending from west to east; Imposing, 
however^ as the appearance of Jerusalem is when viewed 
from that mountain, Ae illusion vaniriies on entering the 
town. All the streets are wretchedness, and the housea 
of the Jews, more especially, are as dunghills. ** From 
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the daaghter of Zion tdl her beauty is departed,** Lam, 
t. €. The finest section of the city is that inhabited by 
the Armenians ; in the other quarters the streets are much 
narrower, being scarcely wide enough to admit three 
camels to stand abreast. In the western quarter, and in 
the centre of Jerusalem, toward Calvary, the low and ill. 
built houses stand veryjclose together; but in the eastern 
part, along the brook Kedron, the eye perceives vacant 
8|)ace8, and among the rest that which surrounds the 
mosque erected by the Khalif Omar, A. I>. 637, on the 
site of the temple, and the nearly deserted spot where once 
stood the tower of Antonia and the second palace of Herod. 
The modern population of Jerusalem is variously esti- 
mated by different travellers. Captain Light, who visited 
the city in 1814, estimated it at twelve thousand* Mr. 
Buckingham, who was there in 1816, from the best infor- 
mation he could procure states that the fited residents 
(more than one half of whom are Mohammedans) are about 
eight thousand ; but the continual arrival and departure of 
strangers make the total number of pertona present in the 
cicy from ten to fifteen thousand generally, according to 
the season of the year. The Rev. Mr. Jowett, in 1823, 
estimated the resident population at twelve thousand. 

NAZARETS, 

A small city of Galilee, celebrated as having ^een the 
place where our Saviour was educated, and wtience he 
was ifalled a Nasarene, Matt. ii. 23. In the time of 
Clir^t it did not possess the best of characters, John i. 46. 
Nazareth, which is at present called Nassara, stands on 
the side of a barren rocky eminence, or hill, lacing tho 
Boutli-east, which is environed by mountains. It was from 
tills hilJ, which overlooks the town, the inhabitants would 
Vol.. I.-8 u,.„.-,„„^...,3,. 
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have precipitated him headlong, Luko iv. 29. In 18^ 
the popatation amonnted to about two thousand personsi 
principally Christians. 

NOB, 

A city of Benjamin or Ephraim, not far from ZAospoKt 
allotted to the priests. When David was driven away 
by Saul, he came to Nob, the priests of which city wer« 
•lain by Saul, 1 Sam. xxii. 9, 17-19, for relieving thedis. 
tresses of David and his men. 

RAMA, RAMAH, K^MATUAIM, 

Was a town in the tribe of Benjamin, abont thirty miU9 
north of Jerusalem : it is frequently mentioned in the Old 
Testament. As it stood in a pass between the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah, Baasha king of Israel seized it, and 
began to fortify it, to prevent his subjects passing that way 
into the kingdom of Judah, 1 Kings xv. 17, 31. Here 
Nebuzaradan, the Chaldean general, disposed of [rather 
collected] his Jewish prisoners after their cajHtal was taken, 
which occasioned a great lamentation among thedaughtere 
of Rachel. Buckingham's Travels contains a fine descrip. 
lion of this Rama. — Heme, 

It is contended by some eminent writers that the Rama 
above mentioned is not the one alluded to by Jeremiah and 
Matthew, Matt. ii. 18. They say it was a city of Beixjamin 
be iween Gaba and Bethel, toward the mountuns of Ephra. 
im, six miles north from Jerusalem, and on the road from 
Samaria to that city. Baasha king of Israel caused it to 
be fortified, to obstruct the passage from the land of Judah 
into that of Israel. This is probably the Ramatha, or Ra. 
mathainuZophim of the prophet Samuel, 1 Sara. i. 1, 19 { 
fi. 11, &,c. It was on the frontiers oi Bphraim and Ben. 
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jamin; and frontier cidefl are often inhabited by both tribes. 
It 18 also very probable that Jeremiah speaks ofthlb Rama 
when he says, chap, zl., Nebuzaradan, who eotnnianded 
the Chaldean army, havingf found him among the captives 
at Rama, whither they had been all brought, set him at 
Kbcrtv. Of the same place he explains the prophecy, 
chap zzxi. 15^17, in which the Lord comforts Rachel, 
OB acoonnt of the taking her children of Ephraim and Ma- 
aasseh into captivity. 

It is impossible to place any dependance on the antiquity 
of the tomb now shown us as that of Rachel, near Bethle. 
hem. It stands within six or seven paces of the field or 
Ephratah, about forty paces out of the high road. On a 
hill a little further on, to the right, arc the ruins of a tower 
and houses: — ^•*Thcy told us," says D'Arvieux, "'that 
diey were the remains of the hitle town of Rama, of 
wliich Jeremiah speaks, and where Herod caused the in- 
nocent babes to be slain, as also in the neighbourhood.'* 
— RobinsoTCs Calmet, 

SAREFfA, 

Or Zarephath, Luke iv. 26, was a city ia tlie territory of 
Sidon, between that city and Tyre. It was the place 
where the widow dwelt to whom the prophet Elijah was 
sent, and was preserved by her cruise of oil and barrel 
of meal, that wasted not, 1 Kings j^vii. 9. It is now s 
•mall village called Zarfa. 

SII£CH£iM, 0& 8YCIIAR, 

A city of Samaria, about forty miles distant from Jenisa 
lem. It is in a narrow valley between the mountains Ebal 
and Oerizim. In the vicinity of this place is Jacob's well, 
John iv. 6, memorable for our Saviour's conversation with 
the Samaritan woman. It stands in a delightful situation 

1 
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and is at present called Napolose. Contiguous to this 
place Ii«s a valley, which opens into a plain watefifed by a 
fruitful stream that rises near the town. This is univer. 
sally allowed to be the parcel of a field mentioned by St 
John (Iy. 5) which Jacob bought at the hand of the chiL 
dien of Hamor, Gen, zzxiii. 19. Dr. Clarke says there 
18 nothing in the Holy Land finer than the view of Napo. 
lose from the heights around it. As the traveUer descends 
toward it from the liills, it appears luxuriantly embosomed 
in the most delightfril and fragrant bowers, half concealed 
by rich gardens, and by stately trees collected into groves 
all round the bold and beautiAu valley in which it stands. 
A temple was here erected by Sanballat^ by permission 
of Alexander the Great, for the use of the Samaritans, who, 
on the return of the Jews from the Babylonish captivity, 
pretended that they were of the stock of the true and an. 
cient Hebrews, and that their monntain was the most 
proper place of lyorship. Sanballat constituted his son-in* 
law Manasseh, who had been expelled from the Jewish 
priesthood and from Jerusalem, Neh. xiii. 38, the first 
high priest This temple was destroyed about two hun- 
dred yenrs afterward by Hyrcanus. 

Seas or Lakes^ and Rivers. 

TRX SSA OF GALILEE. 

The Jews frequently gave the appellation "sea** to.evcn 
comphra'tively small bodies of water : thus the »* waters 
of Merom*' are sometimes spoken of as "the sea 
of Cobebo;*' and in accordance with this custom the 
evangehsts Matthew, Mark, and John, being native Jews, 
'tnvariably call the lake of Tiberias «« a sea ;** but Luke, 
who was a native of Asii Minor, aiitjf l^j^W,@^ffraphical 



QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 117 

\ are always more distintUve, calls it ** a lake.** The 
Ma o£^alilee or of Tiberias, or lake of Genncsaret, for it 
ia spoken of in the gospels by all these names, (Matt. 
IT. 16 John xxu I ; Luke ▼. 1,) is a beautiful sheet of 
"vater, about twelve miles long, and six broad in the 
widest part. It lies on the eastern shore oi the province 
of Galilee, whence one of its titles is taken ; its other 
appellations are derived from the city of Tiberias and the 
district of Gennesareth, both lying on its western bonier. 
The waters of the lake are soft, cool, exceedingly clear, 
and very pleasant to the taste ; and abound with excellent 
fish, though of no great variety. Mr. Hardy compares its 
form to the iigure of a bird when flying. The passage of the 
Jordan through 4he middle of the lake is distinctly mark- 
ed by the smooth state of the Xvatefs stirface in that part. 

Dr. £. D. Clarke, describing the lake as it appeared 
from a very favourable point of view, (the top of the 
ao^alled mount of Beatitudes,) declares it to be " almost 
equal, in the grandeur of its appearance, to the lake of 
Geneva.*' " Its eastern shores," says he, *♦ exhibit a 
•uUime scene of mountains toward the north and south, 
and they Mem to close in at either extremity. To the 
north appeared many snowy summits towering beyond a 
•«riea of intervMiing mountains. We considered them 
the aummita of Libanus, but the Arabs called the principal 
eminence Jebel-eUShieth.*'* 

From lower points of view, much of this grandeur 

♦ " Jebel-Easbeikh, or Mount Hennon. The lower poiats 
of view, from which most travellers describe the lake, do 
not take in this magnificent baek*f round ; hence, perhaps, 
the comparative tameness of their descriptions. Stephens * 
•aUier sneers at the ecMnparison to the lake of Geneva, par-' 
acularly on the score of the a6<e9i<^^|of«aJfoDt Blanc; 
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and beauty are iost, though the acene is otffl unpoafng^ 
especially from the northern extremity of the lakft Oa 
the east rise the mountains, not precipitotisly, but rolling 
back from the shore, green and verdant after the rain, but 
destitute of trees. On the west, hill rises above faiU, in 
beautifril succession, and the lofdest visible summit it 
crowned with tlie city of Safet. ^ Nothing can suipiuis 
the beauty and grandeur of the surrounding scenery," 
says Elliott, and he had travelled widely. 

But when tlie heat of the summer's sun has absorbed 
all the moisture which the earth contained, and dried up 
the green herbage which gave a cheerful aspect to the 
scene, the effect of the whole, in the entire absence of 
trees, is very different — more heavy, sad, but not less, 
perhaps, in unison with the general tone of feeling with 
which the Christian pilgrim is prepared to regard this 
memorable lake. Now that the Arab has removed hia 
tents to the higher country, the eye may wander around 
its borders vainly seeking for any other signs of habitaticHi 
than the mean town of Tabaria, (Tiberias,) and one or 
two miserable villages. How different this view from 
that which was presented to the eye about the time of 
Christ! Then the borders of the lake were thickly 
populated, and the eye rested in turn upon fortresses snd 
cities, towns and villages. There was not only the roy« 

whereas in fact, the very presence of Mount Hemon in tie 
distance capped with snow, probably first suggested the 
eomparison to Dr. Clarke. Clarke was right in describing 
impressions from what he saw, and he did see the snowy 
Hermon ; and Stephens is right in describing from what he 
saw — and he amid twt see the splended back-ground whic^ 
that mountain forms." — Piet, History t/PaUttitUt from wbiek 
work this article is principally compiled. 
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#ly of Tiberiafl, but the w<Mlooine(l ohies of Choraxiii 
and Qapernaum, both th« frequent witneeees of H» 
^^migfatjr works'*— '^be latter his most usual place ofren. 
deneo— >* exited unto heaven" oncOf but now so utteily 
** cast down** that men know not where it stood. Tbera 
also was Bethsaida— ** the city (^ Andrew and Peter"~-> 
Hij^pos and Gamala, Tarichea and Beth Meon, Ammaus 
and the strong Magdala; and doubdees many other 
places of less note, the names of whieiv history has found 
BO occasion to preserve. 

As the waters of the lake lie in a deep basin, sur- 
rounded on all sides by lofty hills, except at the entrance 
and outlet of the Jordan, long^ontinued tempests from 
any quarter aro unknown. This is also true, for the 
same reason, of the Dead Sea. But these local features 
which preclude any \<mg agitation of its surface, render it 
liable to whirlwinds, squalls, uid sudden gusts. Winds 
from the south-east are those by which a heavy swell is 
most usually raised. 

The 6shing operations upon this lake, which wen 
tadendy of so much importance, and connected with 
which so many interesting events are recorded in the New 
Testament, have altogether ceased. There is not, or was 
not very lately, a single boat upon its waters. There 
were none even in the time of D*Arvieuz, (1660.) Hence 
the country derives but little advantage from the inanens^ 
quantity of excellent fish which the lake contains 

THE KIVER JOKIIAN. 

The *• Jordan'* is the principal river, not only of 
Palestine, but of Sjrria. Its celebrity, however, does 
not arise so much from its real importance as the chief 
rivei of the country, as from the remarkable events of 
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which it has hecn the witnCBS. The soimse of the rber 
is supposed to be situated a few miles north of the present 
town of BaniuSf the Scriptural Cesarea Philippi, andeoiu 
■equently near the Lebanon mountains. After puisaing 
its courae a few railea, it is lost in a subterranean passa^tf, 
from which it issues at Banias ; soon after which it raaa 
into Lake Uoulc, the ♦♦ waters of Merom" of the Old 
Testament. On leaving tliis lake, it continues its course 
about thirteen mi]^ to tlie sea of Galilee, through which 
its current is distinctly visible. The sea of Gahlee m 
supposed to be about sixteen miles long. After this, the 
Jordan runs some seventy miles fiirther to the Dead Sea« 
mto which it empties itself. The course of the hver is 
nearly south, and its probable length, in a direct line, 
rather more tlian a hundred miles, though its varioua 
windmgs m^y increase its real length to one hundred and 
tnirty miles. The breadth of the river is reckoned 
ai eighty*iwo feet, and its depth at nine or ten feet la 
Josh, iii 15, it is said that ** the Jordan overfloweth all hii 
hanks all the time of harvest ;" but the original Hebrew, 
according to Prof. Robinson, ** expresses no more than 
that it was filled up to ail its banks." The passage of this 
deep and rapid river by the Israelites, at the most unfavour. 
able season, when augmented by the dissolution of the 
winter snows, was more manifestty miraculous, if poasiblet 
than that of the Red Sea ; because here was no natural 
agency whatever employed ; no mighty winds to aweepa 
passage, as in the former cose ; no redux in the tide, on 
which minute philosophers might fasten to depreciate the 
miracle. It seems, therefore, to have been providentially 
designed to silence cavils respecting the former ; it was 
done at noonday, in the presence of the neighbouring inhft* 
bitants ; and it struck terror into the kings of the Amoritoa 

I , Uiqr 
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•nd Canaanites westward of ^e river, ** whose hearts 
meiteJ^ neither was there any spirit in them anymore, be; 
cause of the 'children of Israel,** Josh. v. 1. The plact 
where the Israelites thus miraculously passed this river ii 
■iipposed to be the fords- of Jo-dan, mentioned Judges 
iii. 36. 

Miscellaneous subjects referred to in the present vclunu 

JEWISH CUSTOMS RBLATIN6 TO VARRIAGRI 

No formalities appear to have been used by the JeM's— 
at least none were cnjcfined to them by Moses — ^in joining 
man and wife together. There was, indeed, a previous 
espousal or betrothing, which was' a solemn promise of 
marriage, made by the man and woman each to the other, 
ftt such a distance of time as they agreed upon. This was 
sometimes done by writing, sometimes by the delivery of 
a piece of silver to the bride in presence of witnesses, as a 
pledge of their mutual engagements. We are informed 
by the Jewish writers that kisses were given in token of 
the espousals, (to which custom there appears to be an al- 
frsion in Canticles i.2,) after which the parties were reck- 
oned man anil wife. After such espousals were made, 
(which was generally when the parties were young,) the 
woman continued with her parents several months if not 
■Dtne years, (at least till she arrived at the age of twelve,) 
befc re she was brought to the house of her husband. 

li appears from both the Old and New Testaments, that 
d.d Jews celebrated the nuptial solemnity with great festi- 
vlt> and splendour. We learn from the Misna that Jie 
Jews were accustomed to put crowns or garlands on the 
heads of newly married persons; and it would seem from 
the Song of Solomon, iii. 11, that the ceremony of putting 
it on was performed by one of the parents. 
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' We may form some idea of the upparel of the biide and 
bridegrooin from Isa. ki. 10, in which the yet future prae^ 
perous and happy state of Jerusalem is compared to the 
dress of a bride and bridegroom. The latter was attended 
oy numerous companions. Samsoa had thirty young men 
to attend him at his nuptials. Judges xiv. 11, who in Matt 
ix. 15, and Mark ii. 19, are termed children of the hride- 
chamber. At every wedding two persons called panu 
njrmphs were selected, who were devoted for some time 
to the service of the bride and bridc^oom. John iii. 29.* 

The offices of theparanymph were tlireefold — before, at, 
and after the marriage. Before the marriage of his friend it 
was his duty to select a proper person, and to be thp 
medium of communication between the parties till the 
day of marriage. At that time he continued with them 
dunng the seven days allotted for tlie wedding festival, 
rejoicing in the happiness of his friend, and contributing 
as much as possible to tlie hilarity of the occasion. After 
the marriage the paranymph was considered as the 
patron and friend of the wife and her husband, and was 
called in to compose any diifcrences that might take 
place between them. As the forerunner of Christ, the 

♦ Smaller circumstances and coincidences sometimes de 
monstrate the truth of aii assertion, or the authenticity of a 
book, more efleetually than more important facts. May nol 
one of those unimportant yet coavincing coHieidences be ob« 
■erred in this passage? The Baptist calls himself the 
friend of the bridegroom, without alluding to any other para 
nymph. As the Jews were occustomed to have two para 
nymphs, there seems, at first sight, to be something defective 
, iri the Baptist's compari*>n. But our Lord was of Galilee, 
and there the custom was different from that of any other 
part of Palestine. The Galileans had one paranymph only 
— ToioTueiuT* Harmony oftk* New Ttttameni, 
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Baptist, who by the preaching of repentance and faith 
preaenied the church as a bride to Christ, may be well 
compared to the paranymphs of the Jewish marriages. 

At nuptial and other feasts it was usual to appoint a per. 
son to superintend the preparations, to pass around among 
the guests to see that tliey were in want of nothing, and to 
five the necessary orders to the servants. Ordinarily be 
was not one of the guests, and did not recline with them ; 
o:,at least, he did not take his place among them until he 
had performed all that was required of him. This office 
is by St. John (ii. 8, 9) termed Architriclinos. Thcophy- 
lact*s remark on John ii. 8 satisfactorily explains what was 
tjjie business of the Architriclinos. ** That no one might 
suspect that tlieir taste was so vitiated as to imagine water 
to be wine, our Saviour directs it to be tasted by the j^o- 
vcrnor of the fcattj who certainly was sober ; for those 
who on such occasions are intrusted with this office ob. 
serve the strictest sobriety, that every thing may, by their 
ordcis, be conducted with regularity and order." 

[This account of the ceremonies attendant on Jewish 
marriages, though short, is all that is needed to illustrate 
the references in this volume.] ^ 

DEMONIACAL FOfiSESSIONS. 

The reaUty of such possessions indeed has been denied 
bj some authors, and attempts have been made by others 
to account for them, either as tlie effect of natural disease, 
or the influence of imagination on persons of a nervous 
habit But it is manifest that the persons who in the New 
Testament are said to be possesMcd ^ deviU (more cor. 
fectly, by demons) cannot mean only persons afflicted 
with some strange disease ; for tbey are evidently heEe« m 

uigitizea by VJiV7\^7'v iw 



124 QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 

tn other places, — partfcularly in Luke iv. 33-36, 41, — dia. 
tin^uished from the diseased. Further, Chrisc*8 speaking 
on various occasions to these evil spirits, as distinct from 
the persona possessed by them, — ^his commanding them 
and asking them questions, and receiving answers from 
them, or not suffering them to speak, — and several circura. 
stances relating to the terrible preternatural effects which 
they had upon the possessed, and to the manner of Christ's 
evoking them, — ^particularly their requesting and obtaining 
permission to enter the herd of swine, (Matt. viii. 31, 32,) 
and precipitating diem into the sea; all these circumstances 
can never be accounted for by any distemper whatever. 
Nor is it any reasonable objection that we do not read of 
such frequent possessions before or since the appearance 
of our Redeemer upon earth. It seems, indeelii, to have 
been ordered by a special providence that they should be 
permitted to be then more common ; in order that He 
who came to destroy the works of the devil might the 
more remarkably and visibly triumph over him. 



TUB LEFROSY. 

According to Dr. Good, there are in the East three 
■pecies of leprosy, (Jahn, in his Biblical Arch«sology, says 
four,) one of which is not infectious, and does not render 
die person unclean ; the other species are infectious, and 
to some extern, hereditary. The disease generally ex. 
hibits itself in the form of one or more small bright sp<»t» 
on the surface of the body, more particularly on the face. 
There is, however, reason to suppose that the disorder 
is deeply seated in the bones and marrow before it 
exhibits its existence by theee blotehes. As it incressea 
m virulence and etrength^ these spots eiilaige« aaraniinf 
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also the appearance of whitish dry scales, which ulti- 
mately become thick scabs, with raw flesh immediately 
beneath. It is because of this feature that the disease is 
called. lei»rosy, from a Greek word which signifies a scale. 
Thus Miriam is said to have become. ** leprous, wkUt «• 
tnow.*' Num. xii. 10« 

** The progress of the disease, subsequently to its ap. 
pearance on the external surface of tlie body, is far .from 
being rapid. A per8(m who is leprous from his birth may 
live fifty years ; one who in after life is infected with it 
may live twenty years ; but they will be years of such 
dreadful misery as -rarely, fall to the lot of man in any 
^er situation.*' ** There is a form of the disease in 
which it commences at the extremities : the joints sepa. 
rate; the' fingers, toes, and other members fall off; and 
tlie malady gradually approaches the seat of. life.** Mr. 
Barker, ^hen at Damascus in 1825, describing the hos. 
pital of Christian lepers, says: "Some were without 
noses and fingers, and others differently disfigured.*' The 
wretched victim is thus doomed to see himself dying 
piecemeal, assured that no human power can arrest for a 
moment the silent and steady march of this stealthy foe. 

** Among the heathen the leprpsy was considered to 
be inflicted by their gods, by whom alone, it was sup. 
posed, the disease could be removed: and the sam^ 
notion appears to have prevailed among the Israelites ; 
for when the king of S]nia sent Naaman to tlie king of 
Israel, to heal him of his leprosy, the latter exclaimed* 
» Am 1 God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
send unto me, to recover a man of his leprosy?* 2 Kings 
v. 7" 

Lepers, among the Hebrews, were obliged to live sepa- 
rate from the rest of the people, because of the danger ol 
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spreading tbe contagion by promiscuoas intercourse, 
Num. V. 1-4 ; xii. 14-16 ; and when abroad, beyond their 
own quarters, had to appeal with •• a torn dress, bare 
head, and chin covered : and when any person not a *eper 
approaehed, to make known their own situation by cryinf 
out * Unclean ! unclean !' that contact might be avoided." 
Lev xiii. 45, 46. They were also accounted ceremoni 
aily unclean, and as such forbidden assembling witli th« 
people in the public acts of religion. 

This disease has been considered a striking emblem of 
moral pollntion, or sin; and the exclusion of persons 
infected with it from the worehip and people of God was 
fitted not only to humble and reform the offenders, bih 
also to impress upon the mind the most solemn and usefiil 
instructions. • 

T>1E SYNAGfOGUES 

Were buildings in which the Jews assembled for prayer, 
reading and hearing the sacred Scriptures, and"other re- 
ligious exercises, and were at this time common, not 
only in Palestine, but also in such foreign countries as 
contained many Jewish residents. Their origin is not 
certainly known, though it is supposed they came into 
use shortly after the return from the Babylonisn captivity. 
No sacrifices were offered in the synagogues, these being 
confined to the national altar at Jerusalem. 

It does not appear from the New Testament that the 
synagogues had any peculiar form. The building of them 
was regarded a mark of piety, Luke vii. 5 ; and they were 
erected within or without the city, generally in an elevated 
■itiaiion, and were distinguished fi-om the pro^eucha, oi 
ph.ce for prayer, by bein^ roofed. Each of them had an 
altar, or rather table, on Tvhitrh Oie feojo| .pLft^^k Ji^ was 
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•pread ; and on one side there was an ark or chest, in 
which the volume of the law was deposited, and which was 
called the temple by way of eminence. The people sat 
with their faces toward the place where the law was kept ; 
and the elders [usually] sat in tlie opposite direction, tha 
is to say, with their backs to the ark and their fases to 
the people. The seats of the latter, being placed nearer 
the ark, were accounted the more holy — and hence they 
are in the New Testament termed the "chief seats in the 
synagogue,** which the Pharisees sought after, and for 
^hich spirit our Lord reproved them, Matt zziii. 6. 
The women were separated from the men, and sat in a 
gallery enclosed with lattices, so that they could dis- 
tinctly see and bear all that passed in the synagogue 
without themselves being exposed to view. 

For the maintenance of good order tliere were in every 
synagogue certain officers, whose business it was to see 
that all the duties of religion were decendy performed 
therein. The chief of these were, — 

The gynagogoSy or ruler of the synagogue^ Mark v. 22, 
Luke xiii. 14. It appears from Acts ziii. 15 compared 
with Mark v. 22 that there were several of these nllers 
in a synagogue ; though we should, probably, regard 
One of them as ruler, and the others as assistants. They 
regulated all its concerns, and gave permission to persons 
to preach. 

Next to the ruler of the synagogue was an officer 
called gheliacK zihbary or tlie angel of the church, whose 
provin^'e it was to offer up public prayers to God for the 
whole congregation. 

The chazan appears to have been a di/Ferent officer 
h'om the last, and inferior to him in dignity. Ho seems 
to have been the person who in Luke iv. 20 is termed 
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the nUmstery and who had chargfe of tho sacred books. 
He is supposed to have been an officer equivalent to our 
sexton. 

The synagogue servif e, on the sabbath, and other holy 
days, consisted of three parts, viz., prayer, for which they 
used a liturgy, or prescribed form, reading the Scriptures, 
in selected lessons, and preaching, or exposition of tits 
Scriptures. 

From Luke iv. 15->23 we learn that when Jesus Chriail 
came to Nazareth, his own city, he was called out, as i 
member of that synagogue, to read the section or lesson 
out of the prophets appointed for that day, which began at 
Isaiah Ixi. 1. When he had finished reading, he rolled op 
the ihanuscript again, and returned it to the proper officer, 
and then^sat down and expounded it, agreeably to the usage 
of the Jews. The racred writings used to this day in all 
the Jewish synagogues are written on skins of parchment 
or vellum, and (like the ancient copies) rolled on two 
rollers, beginning at each end ; so that, in reading firom 
right to left, they roll ofi* with the left, while they roll m 
with the ligki hand. 

sab OF TOLGna i. ^ 
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